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PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors

Below are the special interests of your Parish Councillors along with telephone numbers.

	Mike Richards (Chairman)
	872116
	Trees, Greens, Cemetery

	Peter Banks (Vice Chairman)
	871022
	Greens, Village Hall

	Karen Alexander
	310780
	Rights of Way, Village Hall

	Gary Bell
	878821
	Roads & Safety

	Sheila Gilling
	706409
	Street Lighting

	James Justice
	702691
	Trees, Greens, Cemetery, Village Hall

	John Page
	300401
	NCC Liaison

	Eleanor Ramsbotham
	876531
	Playing Field

	Mike Warburton
	878940
	Rights of Way


Meetings normally take place each second Monday in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  However, please note that the meeting in December will be taking place on Monday 17th December, and not Monday 10th December.  

Everyone is welcome to attend and there are two sections where public participation is invited.

Badby Brownies

Brownies meet every Tuesday at Badby Village Hall from 5.45pm–7.00pm during school term time.  Brownies are girls usually between seven and ten.  During the previous few months, the Brownies have been extremely busy.  As well as taking lessons in ballroom dancing and riding ponies, they have also had a talk from PCSO Norman Bareham, been to the Country Park for a talk and tea with Dewi Morris and been working continuously on various badges.  In the lead up to the Christmas season, they will be concentrating on craft work and practising for their annual Christmas Service which will this year be held at Newnham Church.

So, if you would like your daughter to join please contact either Anne Griffin on 01327 706975 or Barbara Douglas on 01327 702858.

Badby Fayre 2008

The next Fayre is due on Sunday 7th September 2008.  Anyone full of ideas and keen to volunteer to help with the Parochial Church Council's fayre committee should contact Geoff Pullin on gcsspullin@yahoo.com or 01327 871806 or knock on the door at 25 The Glebe - straight away! Geoff Pullin

Chairman
Bell Ringers

Since the last newsletter, the bells have been rung for a wedding, a funeral and by visitors to a 

peal and a quarter peal.  A special quarter peal was rung to celebrate the life of Harriet Piner on 

3rd September.  

Wednesday practice nights start at 6.45pm, with tied-clapper basic training before the bells sound at 7.30pm. About 14 ringers from around the district come along each week for mutual support, fun, progress and socialising. New methods to practice this winter are New Bob and Hunstpill Doubles. On Sundays we usually manage to muster six ringers from the village, one per bell, only just enough.  We could do with a couple more to start training - any age: 10 - 80!  Do come along and see us in action.

Geoff Pullin

Tower Captain

Cricket Club

On behalf of everyone involved with the cricket club, we would like to say a huge thank you to all the villagers who walk by the ground and keep an eye on the situation as the new structures begin to take shape.  We are really impressed with the way the village has pulled together to help us.

In particular we would like to express our thanks and appreciation of the support offered to the club during the new building programme by:

· Badby Parish Council

· Stephen Gee for providing the drawings and planning 

· Martin Wilcox for providing electrical materials at cost price

· City Electrical factors for their support

· David Cox for his expertise and knowledge

· Martin Parratt and Tim Hyatt for overseeing the installation of the new electric cable up to the pavilion

· Mr R Farmer for his advice and guidance.

The new pavilion is due to be delivered in the last week of November [8 weeks behind schedule], and then it will be the case of all hands to the deck to get the building ready for the new season. So if anyone has a few spare minutes on their hands, please get in touch.

URGENT – we desperately need the services of a plumber – does anyone know of anyone who could help us out?  If so, please let us know via Nell Brooks.

Since I last wrote to you, the club has been very successful in obtaining grants to purchase cricket equipment, coaching courses and hire of indoor facilities throughout the winter. Northamptonshire Community Foundation were so impressed with the work of the youngsters on Wednesday nights that £2500 was awarded. The project is now recognised as one of the “major contributions to sport in Northamptonshire in 2006/2007”.

Indoor coaching for the under 11s continues throughout the winter on Wednesday evening from 530pm to 630pm at the cost of £1 per person.

The club has also taken the lead in organising the bid to purchase a bowling machine, which can be used by hockey, rounders, tennis and school clubs. We heard this week that we have been successful and that this facility will be available from 2008.

All in all, the club structures are being developed at a fast rate so that we can continue to grow and last another 150 years. With all the new equipment, it is hoped that the 2008 season will be a fantastic one for juniors and seniors alike.

Finally the club will be running 2 Saturday sides, a Sunday side, a Ladies team and junior sides of under 11, under 13 and under 15/17. We are also hoping to host a few kwik cricket matches for the lower age ranges in 2008.

The village support is fantastic and we acknowledge that the cricket club is a strong feature of the village community. Long may it continue to be so.  May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2008 and beyond.

Best wishes

Alan Standish

Badby Cricket Club

Daventry Express Correspondent

The Village and District Diary feature of the weekly Daventry Express always contains Badby news. It can also be read anywhere in the world on their website

 http://www.daventrytoday.co.uk/village-news-badby

Please send me (at gcsspullin@yahoo.com or on 01327 871806 or at 25 The Glebe) your or your non-commercial organisation's news of events to come, events that have happened and personal celebrations well in advance.  It saves me having to ferret things out myself.

Geoff Pullin

Correspondent

Horticultural Society

During the year we raised enough money at our quiche & wine evening, spring plant sale and summer garden lunch to cover the high costs of the annual show in September.  The garden lunch had to take refuge in Newnham village hall as the constant deluge up to, and on, the appointed day prevented the outdoor venue.  In June we ran an open gardens afternoon in the village to raise money for the air ambulance charity. After the 15 minute AGM in October, Steve Jackson gave a most interesting talk about his badger watching that started in the village during his childhood and has now expanded into county and national groups. 

The programme for 2008 will be similar including the annual show on Sunday 7th September.  If you have any ideas of how we can increase the number of exhibits, please let the committee know now.  Membership for 2008 remains at the bargain price of £3 each or £5 for two people at the same address.  

Geoff Pullin 

Chairman

Neighbourhood Watch

Unfortunately, the village crime statistics are bad this half year as a result of our being the target of thefts from outbuildings for two days in Spring.  We have also had a spate of distraction burglaries.  It brings home to us the fact that, although this is an area of low crime activity, no one can ever afford to be complaisant.  The police are warning everyone to be on their guard at all times.

How can you help? By joining our Neighbourhood Watch group and thus increasing the number of eyes that are looking for any suspicious activities in the village. Of course, you can do this alone but membership gives a special telephone line to contact the Police, a steady flow of information on problems in the wider area and sensible advice on precautions that can be taken.

Our numbers are increasing but are still small for the size of the village. We are in closer contact now with the Police than ever before. The Safer Community Teams and especially Norman Bareham our very active PCSO with his regular updates by email are keeping all the NHW groups in the area in touch with what is going on. They are asking us to tell them the problems which are of greatest concern in our village and promise that they will take action to target them.

Please consider joining us. It costs nothing and you do not even have to come to our two meetings a year if you prefer not to. Information can be most easily sent to you by email but if you do not have this facility we will try to link you with someone that has. The village bush telegraph is very good. If we can get our numbers up to a level to seed it efficiently, it will do the rest.

This is the time of year for presents. Please remember to keep these out of sight both in the house and in the car. Beware, too, of a scam in which a card is posted through your letterbox to say that a parcel could not be delivered and asking you to call a number starting 0906 – this is a premium rate number from Belize and you will be charged £15 as soon as the automated message starts playing!  We are investigating a system of property identification known as Smartwater. This is recommended by the Police and is effective enough to have proved to be a deterrent to crime in areas were it has been used. We hope to be able to obtain this at a reduced rate via the Police and NHW. It comes with neighbourhood signs perhaps to add to our new display.

If you would like to join please contact Sue Wilson [300659] or myself [702735].

Colin Cripps

Parish Council

Accounts

The budget for 2008/2009 is in the process of being drawn up.  It will be discussed in detail at December’s Parish Council meeting.  One of the main topics for that discussion will be the raising of £5,000 for churchyard wall repairs which will require an increase in the Parish precept for 2008 of 14%.  The budget will then be ratified, including any agreed changes, at January’s meeting after which it will be submitted to Daventry District Council.

Cemetery

The old part of the cemetery is now closed to new burials, other than those already holding a Grant of Exclusive Right.  All new burials will take place in the new part of the cemetery.  However, cremated remains can, for the time being, be accommodated either in the old cemetery or in the new, depending on the wishes of the families concerned.

Christmas Tree Recycling

The Parish Council has signed up to the Christmas Tree Recycling Service offered by Daventry District Council.  Two collection sites have been identified: Pinfold Green and Church Green.  Notices will be put up on the Parish Council noticeboards when the date of collection is confirmed so please keep a look out.

Churchyard Wall

The Parish Council is researching what, if any, funding and grants could be available to assist in the cost of repairs to the churchyard wall.  Some money has been put to one side in next year’s budget to add to that already put aside this year but it will not be enough to carry out the pairs suggested in the recent engineer’s report.

Greens

The renewal of the grass cutting contracts is due in 2008 and tenders are invited for the areas of the village greens, the cemetery and the churchyard.

Rights of Way

Honey Lane is in a bad state of repair following the torrential rain storms earlier in the year and we are hoping that remedial work will be carried out soon. Reports on other foothpaths/rights of way have also been submitted to the relevant authority and we are hoping that the necessary works are carried out soon. We would be grateful if problems with footpaths/rights of way could be notified to either Karen Alexander or Mike Warburton.

You may have noticed that clearance work was carried out during the summer months on the stream in Brookside Lane and at the Village Hall.  This work was carried out by members of the Probation Service, supervised by Mike Richards and James Justice, at no cost to the parish.

Road Works

You will also have noticed, I’m sure, that work has commenced on burying some of the overhead electricity cables in the village.  Work started on 19th November and is due to take 10 weeks.  However, they will not be working over the Christmas period (2 weeks before and 1 week after Christmas).  The work starts from the junction with the A361 at Pinfold Green, will cross the village green in front of the Village Hall to join up to the substation at the bottom of Courtyard Lane, continue along Main Street, then turn into Chapel Lane and into the field on the left hand side to meet a transformer pole – about 850 meters in total.  The idea of doing the work is to get overhead cables laid underground where they are more reliable, improve supply and aren't such a blot on the landscape.  The Parish Council was contacted as a matter of courtesy only a week before work was due to take place.  The matter was discussed at the last Parish Council meeting and meetings have since taken place voicing the Parish Council’s disappointment at not having been involved in any consultation before work was scheduled by Central Networks.

Village Trees

Following a report of all trees under the responsibility of the Parish Council during the summer, contractors have been requested to quote for much of the suggested work.  We hope this work will be carried out during the first half of 2008.

Police

Badby is now policed by the Daventry Rural South Safer Community Team (SCT).  

In EMERGENCY situations where an immediate Police attendance is required – dial 999
To report crime or other incidents where an immediate Police attendance is not required – dial 08453 700700

To contact your local officers from the Safer Community Team:-
Community Beat Officer  (Police Constable)

PC 577 Lyndon Harris

Direct Dial – 01327 303262

lyndon.harris@northants.police.uk
or

Police Community Support Officer 
PCSO 7044 Norman Bareham
Direct Dial – 01327 303326
norman.bareham@northants.police.uk
To “E” Mail all officers on the team: SCTDaventryRuralSouth@northants.police.uk
There have been a number of incidents in and around Badby village recently and everyone is asked to remain alert and report any activities to PCSO Norman Bareham.

School

What has happened at Badby School : It has been a busy term. We had the Harvest Festival; it went according to plan with the donations of food being sent to the Mayday Trust. Also, we had the MacMillan coffee morning. We raised quite a lot of money - £300. You might have noticed that we have a new teacher in school called Miss McMeekin, who teaches Class 2 along with Mrs Clark. A lot of people came to the two open days held last month, enabling prospective parents to have a look around the school. Hopefully now we will have more people at Badby School.

What is going to happen : Key Stage 1 are doing a Christmas Nativity. Key Stage 2 are doing a Christmas play called, ‘Mr Humbug Sees the Light.’ Class 5 are going to get a new mobile after Christmas. Also, we are going to get new play equipment once we have raised enough money. Badby School might also be getting hot meals after Christmas. The charity we are raising money for is the Wheelchair Foundation.  When we get enough money we are going to spell ‘Badby’ in money on the playground and this will be sent to the Foundation. If anyone would like to send in any silver or copper coins we could add them to our money.

Milly Heathcock & Olivia Bradbury

Badby School Council 

Street Doctor
Street Doctor is the fault reporting facility for Northamptonshire County Council highways.  They receive over 25,000 fault reports per year within four main categories of potholes, streetlights, drains and footpaths.  Faults can be reported by telephone, email or even electronically via the NCC’s website.

Contact details are:
Telephone
0845 601 1113 (Local rate)




Online

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

Village Hall

We now have new main entrance doors to replace the ones which were falling apart. Please note that the main door now has a closer on it again and this has a check action which means that it will stay open at 90 degrees on its own.  In doing the work to replace the doors it was noticed that the facing stones on the lintel over the door were loose due to some movement in the committee room structure. This has now been repaired.  The committee are also hoping to be able to replace the rotting windows to the committee room and kitchen section shortly. Prices are being obtained at the moment. They are also now determined to replace the chairs as soon as possible.

The hedge to the hall path has now been cut back a little and removed altogether for one stretch, but the path remains obstructed by the hedge for much of its length. The committee are seeking to get this cut back to the line of the wall so that everyone can use the path without obstruction.

Two recent live jazz events organised by Anne and Paul Eales of the hall committee have been very successful and the committee would like to thank them and also Ann Cotton for organising the bar and all others who helped. More such events are planned at occasional intervals. There is another booking for the popular Daniel Smith Blues band sometime in the spring of 2008.

Sue Peterson & Anne Eales are organising a Christmas Wassail of seasonal entertainment on Friday 7th December at 7.30pm in Badby village hall.  Entrance on the door is £5, to include light refreshments.  Wine and soft drinks will be available.  Please contact 703530 or 703303 for more details.
Ian Bromwich 

01327 301019

Website
The Badby website has now been launched, with regular updates made.  Any village organisation or parishioner who runs a business who would like to be included in the site should contact Dennis Wilson.  His email address is badbyweb@aol.com.  The website address is www.badby.org.uk. 

General
Next issue

The next issue of Badby Parish News will be published at the end of June 2008.  Anyone wishing to contribute an article should contact Sharon Foster (Tel: 01327 877094).

May I, finally, take this opportunity of wishing you all, on behalf of myself and all Badby Parish Councillors, 

a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Parish Council unless expressly stated.

Edited and produced by Sharon Foster, 1 London Road, Daventry on behalf of Badby Parish Council.
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