
MINUTES OF BADBY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL

AT 7.30 P.M. ON THURSDAY 17th MAY 2007

7 parishioners attended the meeting, with the Chairman of the Parish Council, 

Mr Mike Richards, in the chair. 

Also in attendance were Parish Councillors Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mr James Justice; Parish Clerk, Mrs Sharon Foster and PCSO Norman Bareham.

1. 
APOLOGIES

These were received from County Councillor Robin Brown and District Councillor Tony Scott.


2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs Sue Wilson queried her question to District Councillor Tony Scott.  Her recollection was that when mentioning “the Water Board” she had been talking about “the British Waterways Board”.

It was proposed by Dennis Wilson, seconded by Peter Banks and agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 2nd May 2006 should be signed by the Chairman as a true record of that meeting, accepting the change made regarding Mrs Wilson’s comment.

3. 
REPORT BY COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The Chairman read out a statement prepared by Mr Robin Brown – County Councillor, Braunston Division:

“Once again I have great pleasure in presenting my Annual report of the activities that I have undertaken as your County Councillor plus an overview of the County Council’s achievements in the last twelve months.

Personally this last year has been like that of taking a roller coaster ride, many high’s but also many lows. From May 2006 my time was dominated by the need to extend my knowledge of the Customer Service strategy for which as Cabinet Member I had taken over responsibility. The new budget that the Council had approved required major reductions in spending and refocusing of services to become more efficient. The main area for that change was the acceptance that an Integrated Change Programme was taken on board by the Council, for that to be successful the appointment of specialists to assist that process was necessary. That process and the resulting plan to cut out duplication, increase productivity and look for more innovative ways to deliver services became the main focus of my time at the Council.

Sadly in August I became the subject of a virulent campaign from the Northampton press about my past business career which eventually caused me to stand down as a Cabinet member. Further I was reported to the Standards Board of England for failing to disclose all my interests. Suffice to say that the failure to declare a directorship of a company in liquidation was contrary to the rules. The Standards Board in November ruled that there was no case for action to be taken and the matter was closed. 

In January the Leader of the Council Cllr Jim Harker appointed me to take over as Chairman of the Healthier Communities Scrutiny Committee a role that requires me to spend time not only looking at how the County provides services in this area but also our partners in the PCT (Health) and Voluntary Sector. The new ways of helping the vulnerable and elderly are of concern and I will be vigilant in checking that the services provided do meet the needs of the service user.

I have endeavoured to attend many Parish Council meetings albeit there are ten villages plus the Northern part of Daventry within the ward, which does mean I miss attending a number of times. I find that the issues of Highways and Policing are still the major concern and the need for the County to recognise the needs of the rural areas is to my mind not a high enough priority.

My views on local tax levels are well known and I am proud that the Council has for the last two years of this Administration ensured their tax increase is less than inflation. I do not agree that Parish Precepts (Which are uncapped by the Government) should be used to fund the Police; the Police Authority is required to provide adequate policing from their own precept. I do however recognise that the funding level in Northamptonshire is below the average and that is why I agree with the specific payment by the County Council of £500,000 for extra PCSO’s. That money is raised across the whole County and is a much fairer way to help the Police.

The County Council during the year completed a reform of the Youth Services and today the Service is delivering more and providing a broader base for our Youth than ever before. The need to provide the service via external providers has given a much needed boost to the third sector and will continue to do so. A major development of the Northampton Schools via PFI was successfully concluded and will lead the way to improving standards across the whole of the County. The priorities for the Council are firmly embedded in giving better service at the best value. Often this will mean reorganisation but by creating a “One” Council mentality it should be possible to improve service whilst reducing direct cost.

May I say that I am as enthusiastic as ever, the opportunity of working with the Parishes is to me one of the best ways to understand local concerns and when the additional money for County Councillors via the “Empowering of Councillors” becomes available I shall have great pleasure in working with you to identify projects that could benefit by “pump priming” funds. 

The contract that the County has with Atkins for the Highway maintenance is currently being re-tendered and a new contract will be in place for 2008. A contract organised in such way as to be linked more to outcomes and customer satisfaction than pure cost per kilometre of tarmac. Sadly the lack of maintenance that our road network has been subjected to means that without substantial investment by Central Government it will be many years before all of the problems are resolved.

Finally I look forward to hearing from you during the year as well as meeting with you at your Parish Councils. I look forward to the County Council Services continuing to show improvements whilst costing no more than inflation.

Robin Brown

County Councillor – Braunston Ward

Contact details -:

Home     01327 842130

Fax         01327 843206

Mobile    07921 763 756

Email      rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk”

4.
REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

The Chairman read out a statement prepared by Councillor Scott, District Councillor


” Good evening, this is my eighth annual report as your District Councillor regarding the events that have taken place during the last twelve months at Daventry District Council.

My first comment has to be that I have been successful in being re-elected District Councillor for the Badby Ward for the third time and I would like to thank those who supported me and voted for me at the elections two weeks ago. For the 126 people who voted for my opponent I would like to express my disappointment at not having gained your confidence over the last eight years and if there any specific issues you wish to raise please speak to me at any time.

This year has been mostly dominated by three important matters, which will affect us all. 

Several years ago Central Government tried to introduce Unitary Authorities across the Country. It was felt that many people did not understand the existing three-tier system and which authority was responsible for a particular service. They wanted to see County and District Councils merge to create one large authority. Many authorities opposed the proposal as being unwieldy, undemocratic and very costly. The sceptics were right.  Those that did change to Unitary Authorities have failed to deliver and have cost the Taxpayer a great deal of money. The Government tried to introduce Regional Assemblies but after their resounding defeat in a referendum in the North East they decided to abandon this idea for the time being.

Last November the Government again decided they wanted to change the face of local Government and again raise the spectre of Unitary Authorities. Northamptonshire was chosen as a trial Authority or Guinea Pig. Each Local Authority in the County were told to submit there chosen preference by January 21st 2007 (three months) in the way Local Government should be re-structured in their area. Status quo, as we were told, was not an option! With the exception of Northampton Borough Council all the Authorities in the County, including the County Council, agreed that an enhanced three-tier system would be the preferred option and rejected any suggestion that we should become part of any Unitary Authority. This means that, in the view of Authorities in Northamptonshire, local government should continue to represent its residents at County, District and Parish level but it was agreed that we should improve cooperation between authorities avoiding, where possible, duplication. It was strongly felt that this system will continue to give democratic representation and value for money. We expect Central Government to make an announcement in July this year.

The second important event was a referendum being held with Council tenants to decide whether they should stay with the Council or transfer to another Social Landlord, i.e. Housing Association. Over the last three years Central Government has reduced Local Authority housing subsidy which last year effected Daventry particularly badly as we were one of the few authorities already in negative subsidy. It also introduced a rent formula, which meant that Council house rents would, by 2010, merge with Housing Association rents. This has meant a year on year average rent increase of 7.7% and in the next two years this is likely to increase to a figure in the region of 10%. This increase partially offsets the reduction in subsidy but does not provide sufficient funding for any improvements and would result in a reduction in non-essential repairs. Tenants voted by more than three to one to transfer to a Housing Association by the end of this year. This provides the necessary capital for improvements and guarantees rent increases at a more realistic level of 1% above inflation. This we believe will be for the benefit of the tenants but is a backward step, in my view, for local government and may cause difficulties in finding affordable rented accommodation in the future.

Finally the Town Centre Vision. Daventry has been an expanding town since the early 70’s. Housing estates have sprung up all around the town but with very little expansion or improvement in the infrastructure and retail facilities in the town. The Council took the decision to join the West Northamptonshire Development Cooperation, which would attract money from Central Government and guarantee the provision of the infrastructure needed, improve and expand the town centre and safeguard the integrity of our villages. It was felt that Central Government would impose its will to have more housing and industrial development in Northamptonshire and Daventry was a blank canvass in which to dump housing without consultation. We were determined to have some say in where this should happen and at what pace instead of it being imposed upon us. It was felt important to protect the integrity of our villages by avoiding piecemeal development spoiling the character of villages and our countryside. We are seeing the building of a new hospital in Daventry, there will be a further 6,200 homes provided in Daventry itself by 2021 and this number is capped. The Town Centre Vision will provide the opportunity to prevent Daventry stagnating and becoming a satellite location for commuters. We will attract investment for now and the future and make Daventry a vibrant place to live. There is still time to have your say and comment on the proposals being made.

I continue to be a Member of the District Planning Committee and Chairman of Staverton CEV Primary School on which I will be presenting a report later.

With the Chairman’s permission I will try and answer any questions from the floor and if I do not know the answer I will endeavour to get a reply to that person as soon as possible. It remains for me to say that I will be standing for re-election on the 3rd May and I hope I can count on the support from local people for your local and loyal candidate. ME!

Tony Scott  

Councillor Daventry District Council”

Following this report, the Chairman thanked District Councillor Scott for all his help in achieving the 40mph speed limit and speed warning signs on the A361.
5.
REPORT BY PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

The Chairman reviewed the past 12 months:

a. The new cemetery extension has been completed and landscaped.  The old cemetery is now full and all future burials will take place in the new part.  A new kissing gate is expected shortly at the top of the new footpath, kindly donated by John Warr in memory of his brother, Andy.

b. Village hall improvements have been completed.  The Parish Council has provided assistance towards the funding to the tune of £6,000.

c. Following much campaigning, 40mph traffic speed limits and traffic warning signs are now in place.

d. The football posts at the playing field have been replaced with the help of a grant from the Football Foundation.

e. The village greens are in good condition with on-going maintenance programmes in place.  More tree work is to be done over the next year.  There have been a number of problems regarding the playing field but these will hopefully be overcome in the near future.

f. The audited accounts for 2006/2007 show a surplus of £1,400, mainly due to higher income than budgeted.  The precept for 2007/2008 has been held at £14,000.

The Chairman presented major issues for the future:

g. Following a structural engineer’s report, parts of the churchyard wall are showing deterioration and need rebuilding.  The Parish Council is in the process of getting quotes for the work but is expecting the work to be in excess of £10,000.  As the report does not warrant immediate action, the Parish Council plans to build up a reserve but will review the position when preparing the 2008/2009 budget.  It will continue to monitor the situation regarding the condition of the wall.

h. Following recent problems within the village, the Parish Council aims to keep the village free from vandalism.

i. The Chairman expressed the view that the biggest threat the Parish Council faces in the future will come from the possibility of major housing development on the outskirts of the village boundary, through private development schemes. As the area remains the target for Central Government redevelopment, we cannot be complacent that the only development plans will be restricted just to the North-East of Daventry. Most Badby residents would like to preserve the village within its current size and unique natural beauty..


6.
REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

BADBY & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
We have about 110 members who support the committee of thirteen. 

Annual events are the quiche and wine evening in February, the spring plant sale in May, a garden lunch in June, a coach outing in July, the Annual Show in September and a themed AGM in October.  Last year it was pumpkins, this year badgers.  

A new venture this year is to hold an open gardens afternoon in Badby on June 10 to raise money for the Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Ambulance charity. We would be very pleased to have one or two more volunteers to open their gardens – it does not have to be an especially large garden!

Geoff Pullin 

Chairman
BADBY FAYRE 2006
The two-yearly fayre took place last September to raise money for St Mary’s Church building. At least two hundred people were involved in setting it up and running it.  It seems to have been a happy community event again and raised £4,400.  

Any new ideas and volunteers for 2008 will be most welcome!

Geoff Pullin

Chairman

BELLRINGING

The bells are rung about 100 times a year.  

On average 6-7 people ring for all church services except the 8am ones. This  includes about 2 weddings and one funeral a year.  

On practice nights we usually have around 13 people including several regularly from nearby villages. Three youngsters from the village started to learn to ring last September. 

The village school children rang handbells at Christmas and recently we had the Brownie troop to visit the tower. 

The bells are in good condition. Two new ropes last year cost £310. 

We are always pleased to see anyone on Wednesday evenings from 6.45pm to see what goes on.  We miss the far more curious visitors who used to stay at the youth hostel!

Geoff Pullin

Tower Captain

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Read Dr C Cripps

“Neighbourhood Watch is still active in the village and our membership continues to rise.  However, we would still like to see more people joining as the wider the membership becomes the more rapidly can information ad warnings of scams or crimes be circulated.  Members have no commitment to attend meetings, although they are welcome to do so, and we have no subscriptions.  Information and warnings are relayed by the Police directly to members by email and we link members without computers to those that have to pass on information by telephone.

We are fortunate to live in a part of the county which is relatively quiet from the point of view of crime but this is no consolation to anyone who is a victim.  It is up to us all to do our bit to make the village as unpopular as possible to the criminal fraternity and especially to give support and help to our moer vulnerable neighbours.  This is what NHW is all about.

Last year at the time of this meeting there had just been a very nasty burglary in the village.  Since then there have been two unsuccessful attempts to break into buildings and various incidents of damage to vehicles and property.  There were also the curious incidents of the wheelie bins and nameplates which appeared in the night.  At our recent meeting it became apparent that some minor incidents were not being reported to the Police.  Norman Bareham, our PCSO, is very keen that this should be rectified.  He makes the point that while he cannot, of course, correct every nuisance that occurs he can try and has powers to help him.  What is certain is that he can do nothing if he is not informed.  He has been in post for a year now but unfortunately had a prolonged period off work following a injury on duty last year.  He will be a great asset as our ‘Village Bobby’ albeit with fifteen other villages as his patch.  I hope he will be able to introduce himself to the meeting this evening.

Finally it has been noted that our signs in some cases are past their sell-by dates and are badly faded.  We intend to replace these and will ask to resite some to give a better display.  We hope the council will support us in this.”

THE POLICE

PCSO Bareham introduced himself and explained the new initiative of Safer Community Team policing.  He listed the statistics for crime in the village over the last 12 months and was alarmed at the amount which had taken place.  PCSO stated that Neighbourhood Watch is an important link with the Police Force and thanked them for their help.  He added that communication is a huge part of policing and encouraged everyone to help.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Bareham for his report.

7.
OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHONERS

a. There has been a spate of incidents where dogs have been running off lead chasing sheep.  This is of concern and dog walkers were asked to ensure that their dogs do not become a nuisance.

b. Following on from that discussion, PCSO Bareham gave the name of the new Dog Warden in Daventry (Clare Preddy).

c. A Councillor asked whether any action had been taken following the fatal accident involving a motorcyclist and a coach in 2006.  It was believed that the coach company had been prosecuted.

There being no further questions the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

CHAIRMAN

DATE
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