D R A F T


MINUTES OF BADBY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL

AT 7.00 P.M. ON MONDAY 12TH MAY 2008

5 parishioners attended the meeting, with the Chairman of the Parish Council, 

Mr Mike Richards, in the chair. 

Also in attendance were Parish Councillors Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Gary Bell, 

Mrs Sheila Gillings, Mr Steve Robson and Mr Mike Warburton; Parish Clerk, 

Mrs Sharon Foster; PCSO Norman Bareham; County Councillor Robin Brown and District Councillor Tony Scott.

1. 
APOLOGIES

These were received from Parish Councillor Peter Banks.


2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was proposed by K Alexander, seconded by M Warburton and agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 14th May 2007 should be signed by the Chairman as a true record of that meeting.

Due to the need for various members to attend other Annual Parish Meetings and absences from the meeting at the time, the running order of the agenda was changed accordingly.

4.
REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

I was very pleased to be re-elected to Daventry District Council as representative for the Badby Ward for the third term last May. 

Following my election victory I was also pleased to be elected, by my peers, to be Vice-Chairman of the Council leading to the Chairmanship for 2008-2009. This will involve a very busy schedule of meetings and ceremonies representing the Council as a whole but more importantly representing, in a very positive way, the image of Daventry. In view of the forthcoming commitments I have resigned my position, as Chairman of Staverton School Governors but remain a LEA Governor and Member of DDC Planning Committee.

Daventry has been my adopted home for the last thirty-two years, twenty-eight of them living in Staverton. I have seen many changes and the expansion of Daventry from a market town to what it is today. This growth is expected to continue until the population of Daventry has doubled by the year 2021. With this expansion we expect to see businesses and retail outlets to flourish bringing further prosperity to our region. The alternative would be to allow Daventry to stagnate, to become a commuter town for larger cities and to die during the daytime leaving children and parents no leisure facilities or reasonable retail outlets. 

The Town Centre Vision and the proposed Marina are still part of an ongoing consultation document, which sets out ideas and a vision for the future. The Council primarily wishes to protect its villages and guide expansion of the district in the town. By increasing the population we attract retail outlets, leisure facilities, better transport and more importantly better educational facilities. The Council have been heavily criticised for suggesting a new marina along Eastern Way but retail outlets have welcomed this exciting proposal and the Education Authorities are seriously considering a University for IT on a site overlooking the facility. The Council have pledged financial support for this but we expect funding to be met by Government, the Education Authorities and businesses.

Unfortunately this year saw a massive reduction in the Government Grant requiring the Council to make efficiency savings of £1.3million in 2008/9. This has resulted in a Council Tax increase of 4.3% or 9p per week on an average band D property. No matter how undesirable this increase is Daventry is still in the lowest 25% of Council Tax levels throughout the Country.

The Council transferred its housing stock to a newly formed Housing Association and this is now attracting massive investment for improvements to the stock for the benefit of its tenants.

Locally in Badby, Newnham and Staverton the greatest disappointment has been the closure of the Post Offices. Despite my collection of signatures for a petition, written representations from many residents of the area and Local M.P. Tim Boswell and prospective candidate for the next election Chris Heaton-Harris, the closures went ahead on the 20th March. At the eleventh hour I arranged a meeting with the Post Office Management, in Staverton village hall with representatives from the Parish Councils and the Over 50’s representative, Richard Bird. Everyone made very solid arguments and despite the fact that a lot of the information and statistics were wrong it was clear that the only measure taken into consideration by the Post Office was that there was another Post office within three miles, Daventry. We explained the difficulties already and the proposed expansion of the town but they were still determined to close the village Post Offices and reduce the Town Centre counters from seven to five. The Post Mistress, Jenny Fell at Hellidon, who wanted to retire, courageously offered the closure of Hellidon instead of Staverton. But this was rejected. The situation was a tragic farce! 

Representation was submitted to the House of Commons Select Committee but it was outside their remit to stop the closures. They did heavily criticise the consultation process as being “opaque and a complete sham” and recommended changes for the next round but this was not sufficient to help us. The closures took place at the end of March much to the sorrow of the residents and the shame of this Government.

If anyone, through the Chair, would like to raise any point I will try and answer but if I can’t or the explanation would be too complicated or lengthy then I will write to you at a later date with, I hope a more comprehensive reply.

Tony Scott  

Councillor Daventry District Council

Q. What is the timescale for the marina in Daventry?

A. The DDC are still looking at the finance and design needs.  Consultation ends in September 2008 and then a review of the situation will take place.  The DDC are getting very encouraging reactions from businesses already within the town.


Q. What is happening regarding the garages on Pound Lane?

A. When they were part of the Council housing section, they were due to be demolished   TS would now look into the matter and report back to the Parish Council.  MR reported that the DDC had previously advised that ownership and, therefore, responsibility was under review.  The PC has tried to verify but to no avail so far.


5.
REPORT BY POLICE

PCSO Norman Bareham reported that Safer Communuity Teams have been formed.  There have been increased in reported crime due to the fact that some crime went unreported before the advent of the SCT.  There is a change of both Sargeant and Inspector and an overall scaling down.  PCSO NB has been working in a completely different area for the last few weeks.

Crime figures are:

	Crime committed
	Last year
	This year
	Comment

	Violent crime
	2
	0
	Including domestic

	Robbery
	1
	0
	

	Burglary of dwelling
	4
	5
	3 distraction in Neneside Close.

	Burglary
	3
	13
	Sheds mainly in one night

	Theft from vehicle
	1
	13
	Team operating before Christmas

	Theft of vehicle
	1
	2
	

	Vehicular interference
	0
	1
	

	Vehicular damage
	0
	1
	

	Theft
	4
	1
	Park Close

	Total
	16
	39
	35 recorded in Badby


Q.
Because of the movement of officers, is police attendance in Badby now less regular?

A.
Resources are moved to the busy areas but PCSO NB stated that he believes resources have to be left where they are – to be sure that someone is “looking after the shop”.  PCSO NB commented that although he is working outside of the area at the moment, he has also been visiting his normal beat during his own time, making sure that his face is seen.

6.
REPORT BY PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

The Chairman reviewed the past 12 months:

a. The unaudited figures for 2007-2008 were reported at the last Parish Council meeting.  They show expenditure of £18,218 and income of £2,238, compared with budgeted expenditure of £17,680 this means a surplus of expenditure of £538.  This figure does include budgeted payment of £2,000 to the Village Hall Management Committee.  The Parish Council has received a bill for @£900 for election costs but this will be paid over the next three years.


b. Projects have taken place over the last 12 months dealing with the trees, greens and the cemetery.  In summer last year, the Community Service helped to clear the stream at Brookside Lane and also the hedging around the Village Hall.


c. The goal posts are now completely installed at the Playing Field and the Parish Council made an £800 donation to Badby Cricket Club to help with the costs of the new cricket pavilion.


d. Looking ahead, there are planned maintenance projects involving the trees, greens, cemetery and churchyard wall.


e. It was with great sadness that we learned of the sudden death of Parish Councillor James Justice at the end of 2007.  M Richards reported that the Parish Council has lost one of its main supporters.


3. 
REPORT BY COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The last twelve months have been very interesting on two counts firstly my personal involvement as Lead Security Member and Chairman of the Healthier Communities Scrutiny Committee, secondly the introduction of the Empowerment Funds that each County Councillor has to use in their wards to improve community cohesion and create a local involvement for all councillors.

The Scrutiny function within the County Council is the way that the non-executive elected members can become involved in fully understanding various aspects of the services provided; their effectiveness and the way they are changing through funding difficulties.  My own role allows me to be involved on a very regular basis (three days per week) and I have led the full review of the Scrutiny function that will change the way the scrutiny process works providing greater flexibility as well as a more efficient use of resource.

The County Council along with other Councils in Northamptonshire has continued to be penalised by Central Government in that the comprehensive spending review settlement was yet again less than the real cost of inflation in local government plus did not include for the significant growth in population of the County since 2001.  As the Central Government funding accounts for up to 70% of the budget spent this puts severe pressure on the Council Tax Rate set by the County.

The re-organisation of the Services and the Employees currently underway has started to produce the savings required to keep the rate of increase of the local tax to the level of inflation as measured by RPI whilst continuing to provide for the extra support give to the Police (as last year).  The Highways Contract has now been awarded to a new consortium and Atkins hand over from 31st March 2008. I look forward to that change producing improvements in service.

Finally I look forward to 2008 being a successful year with improving services and no increases in Council Tax above inflation.  During the next twelve months I look forward to working with the Parish Council and ensuring a suitable project is available for me to invest some of this years’ empowerment money.

Robin Brown

County Councillor – Braunston Ward

Contact details -:

Home     01327 842130

Fax         01327 843206

Mobile    07921 763 756

Email      rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk

7.
REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Over the last year there has been an increase in crimes in the Villages in our area Our PCSO Norman Bareham has continued to keep us informed of all the incidents that he and his colleagues have been involved in and this, compared with previous lack of information, has made the changes more noticeable and more worrying. However, there is a real increase in the crime statistics although Badby has fared better than some of our neighbours.

The crime figures for Badby rose from 16 last year to 35. The statistics tend to exaggerate the number of individual crimes as the same incident can be recorded more than once under different headings. The theft of a car by stealing the keys from the house is recorded both as theft from a dwelling and as theft of a vehicle. Similarly Theft from a car by breaking a window is counted under vehicle damage and theft from a vehicle. Even allowing for this and that most of the incidents took place in connected raids on two or three days the increases are of concern. In the past there were easier pickings for  thieves in the Town but changes in policing there has made them look further afield.

What can we do about this? In the first place we need to be alert. In the Village we know each other and the usual vehicles that are about. A person or vehicle that does not seem right should be reported to the Police with as much detail as possible—a licence number, of course, being a great help. If the person has good reason to be there, no harm is done but your little bit of information can add to others to complete a picture. It was just such a small piece of information which led to the uncovering of major crime in the villages just south of us.

What else? The advice to make ourselves less vulnerable to crime is boringly the same. It has to be because we fail to take it!

Make sure your house is secure not only when you are out but also when working in the garden or garage.

Do not leave car keys on view.

Lock your car even if you are only going to leave it for a short time.

Do not leave anything in your car [it may be worthless to you but think of the hassle of window repairs or worse]

Do not buy anything from cold callers.

Do not let anyone into your home until you have proved their identity

Make outbuildings secure. This can be impossible and it may be best to store expensive tools or mowers elsewhere.

Beware the telephone or letter scam. If it sounds too good to be true it probably is not true no matter how persuasive the caller.

Consider joining Neighbourhood watch!

We are looking into a property marking scheme called Smartwater which has proved successful elsewhere. For the moment- watch this space.

Dr C Cripps

9.
OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHONERS

a. D Wilson reported that the Badby website is now updated on a more regular basis.  The minutes and agendas for the Parish Council are shown.  There are three Community organisations which have yet to provide information for the website.  These are the WI, Brownies and Village Hall.  D Wilson also mentioned that there is a spot for showing future village events.


b. D Wilson is looking for old photographs of Badby to load onto the Badby website.  It was agreed that a notice also be put into the Parish Council newsletter.


c. D Wilson requested that the unaudited Annual Accounts of the Parish Council be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that this be done in 2009.


d. Due to the fact that the Annual Parish Meetings for Badby, Newnham and Hellidon had all fallen on the same night, causing some inconvenience for PCSO Bareham, County Councillor Brown and District Councillor Scott, it was agreed that the date for next year’s meeting be set now.  Therefore, the date of the next Annual Parish Meeting will be Monday 11th May 2009, to coincide again with the normal Parish Council Meeting.

There being no further questions the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm.

CHAIRMAN

DATE
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