
MINUTES OF BADBY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL

AT 7.00 P.M. ON MONDAY 11TH MAY 2009

7 parishioners attended the meeting, with the Chairman of the Parish Council, 

Mr Mike Richards, in the chair. 

Also in attendance were Parish Councillors Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mrs Sheila Gillings, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson and Mr Mike Warburton; Parish Clerk, Mrs Sharon Foster and PCSO Sarah Gray.

1. 
APOLOGIES

These were received from County Councillor Robin Brown and District Councillor Tony Scott.


2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was proposed by D Wilson, seconded by M Warburton and agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 12th May 2008 should be signed by the Chairman as a true record of that meeting.

3.
REPORT BY COUNTY COUNCILLOR


In the absence of County Councillor Robin Brown, Mike Richards read out his report.

This report marks the final year of the current administrations period in control of the County Council, elections for a new term take place on the 4th June 2009.The last twelve months have been both frustrating yet in some ways very rewarding. The frustration continues to be caused by the exceedingly slow way that change is enacted within the Council. The rewards are that there is evidence of a different culture and attitude from the Council and a greater commitment to put the needs of the customers, us the residents, first. 

There is now a new team of executives managing the Council resources with a clear remit to be improving services whilst reducing cost. Increasing access to services and making extra efforts to understand the needs and requirements of service users. Too often a “one size” fits all approach has been the accepted way, in future the needs of the individual, the local community, as well as the County as a whole, must be considered.

In Badby the village has suffered by a lack of investment in the Highways and the fact is the extreme weather earlier this year only exacerbated the problem. There is no easy answer albeit the new Highways Partnership that replaced the Atkins Contractors have made many improvements not least the fact they are consulting locally and working in the rural areas better than the previous contractor. The Parish Council is to my mind an important sounding board of local opinion and I have continued to make myself available whenever practical, I look forward to your Chairman advising me of the priorities you wish to pursue that I may continue to support you and get your voice heard.

The Empowering Councillors funding scheme has allowed me to work closely with all the Parishes and I expect that scheme to be available in the coming year. Other major issues I have been involved in this year are about scrutinising the County’s policies as Lead Scrutiny member for the County this has provided me with a broad understanding of the way the Council works hence my frustration about things taking so long to be effective! 

Finally, in my opinion, it is important that the cost to us all is minimised and that the Council Tax is maintained at as low a rate as possible, in Northamptonshire we have the lowest County Council Band D Tax rate in the Country and I will always work for that to be the case.     

Robin Brown

County Councillor


4. 
REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

In the absence of District Councillor Tony Scott, Sharon Foster read out his report.

This year has been an incredibly busy year as I was appointed Chairman of the Council for twelve months from May 2008. This has involved me in over seventy civic events representing the District Council and raising funds for my three chosen charities, Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance, Alzheimer’s Society and Macmillan Nurses. Over the year I have hardly had a free weekend and together with the work involved for the Council at meetings during the week, my wife and I have cycled around Silverstone racing circuit, walked eight miles both in the pouring rain and a gale for charity, as well as attending Daventry Youth Orchestra evening where I heard the best jazz improvisation I have ever heard, and the average age is only fourteen years.  It has been extremely busy but an interesting and enjoyable one.

The main event of the year for the District Council has been the loss of £8 million in the Icelandic Banks. As many of you may know the Council is funded in three separate ways; from Government grants, which get less each year; from Council Tax, which is capped at 4.5 percent; and from investing its capital reserves to provide interest for revenue funding. Over the last four years, the Council along with 23 other authorities including the Government’s own Audit Commission, several hospitals, Police Authorities and other Local Authorities invested over £197 million in the Icelandic Banking System. Six days before the collapse of the banks the Council were still being advised that the banks were still a safe investment. To be honest if we had been told something was wrong a decision would have to be made whether to withdraw the funding and pay a penalty for doing so, probably causing an early collapse of the bank and the advise may have just been a rumour. Some of the error however was due to miss-management by the Council staff, as they did not strictly follow guidelines and this has been dealt with by disciplinary action and further changes in the process of investments for the future. 

Half of the investment was in Icelandic banks based in England, whose assets were frozen at the break of the crisis and half in Iceland itself. The Council are therefore optimistic that at least half, if not all the investments will be returned in due course and have joined a consortium to lobby its return by the Icelandic Government.

I am sorry for the short report but as you can see from above the majority of my time has been spent flying the flag for Daventry.

If they are any questions please let the Parish Clerk have the details and I will try and respond as soon as possible.

Tony Scott

District Councillor

5.
REPORT BY POLICE

PCSO Sarah Gray had been called away from the meeting.  In her absence, Mike Richards read out her report.

PCSO Sarah Gray reported 

Crime figures are:

Crime committed
Last year
This year

Burglary of dwelling
5
0

Burglary
13
2

Theft from vehicle
13
4

Theft of vehicle
2
3

Vehicular interference
1
0

Criminal damage
1
2

Total
39
11

As an area overall, the crime has decreased and this has reflected in Badby's figures.

Across the whole of our SCT, crime is on the up, so let's not become complacent and leave our doors open or valuables in our cars for all to see.

“Smart water” is a property-marking kit available at a reduced cost from your NHW.  In areas where Smart Water has been used, there has been a significant drop in crime.  Signage can go up and stickers for your doors and windows come with the kit.

Surgery dates – I have met some young people of the village and all are welcome for a chat or an opportunity to discuss worries or concerns.  Next date - 8th June 6-7pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or anyone on the Daventry Rural South Team if you are worried or concerned about events going on in your area.

Our telephone number has changed from 0845 3700 700 to 03000 111 222.  However, you can contact us on both numbers.

Community Panel Meetings are held every three months for the Staverton Beat, residents from all the villages are welcome to attend and voice their concerns.  The dates are available on the Police website, in the local press and posters.

Get in touch.

Sarah.gray@northants.police.uk
SCTDaventryRuralSouth@northants.police.uk
PCSO Sarah Gray

6.
REPORT BY PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

The Chairman reviewed the past 12 months:

a) Over the past 12 months, it was noted that the churchyard wall has had repairs made to it.  The Parish Council had put aside £7,000 for these repairs but the cost of repairs was only £2,000 and the Parish Council had been received £1,500 of Empowerment Funding from NCC towards the work.  A new pathway has been laid in the cemetery with the help of the Community Service team.  The shed in the cemetery has been cleaned up and re-roofed and there is a new memorial bench.  The garages in Pound Lane have been demolished and the decision now has to be made as to whether to do anything with the area.

b) The budget for the financial year 2008-2009 was set at £22,630 of expenditure but actual expenditure came in at £18,324.  At the end of the financial year, the Parish Council had £13,300 in its bank accounts.

c) Present issues being considered by the Parish Council are repairs and maintenance of the village hall, the state of the car tracks in the playing field, the pathway in the cemetery and the motocross at Arbury Hill.  These will be reported on during the monthly Parish Council meetings.


7.
REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Read by SW who presented the Chairman’s apologies that he was unable to attend.

Badby NHW continues to thrive and our numbers steadily grow. However, we still would like to increase our membership further. The more members, the more pairs of eyes, the greater chance that anything at all suspicious will be seen and noted.

The Police rely on information in crime detection and prevention. Of course anyone can report suspicious activity but NHW makes this slightly easier and we can also collect information on the little things that are not thought big enough in themselves to justify a call to the Police.  One person’s small detail may mean nothing by itself but can be of great use when added to the information from others. 

The Badby group holds two meetings each year but members do not need to attend unless they wish and there is no subscription fee. 

Information from the Police is sent to members almost daily by email and those without computers are linked to a telephone cascade whereby urgent messages can be quickly passed on, including to others who are not themselves members of the group.   

Any suspicious events can be reported by members to the Police on the special NHW contact number and there is a feed-back on the outcome. But there is no suggestion at any time that members should confront crime themselves.

During the past year we have arranged and supplied several members with ‘SmartWater’ kits to mark household possessions. These identify marked items to their owner.  The marking is almost invisible except under UV light and is very difficult to remove. 

The system has been shown to be a deterrent to crime and, because of this, SmartWater has been issued free by the Police to residents in areas of high risk.

We in Badby do not fall into this category, but the firm offers a good discount for kits bought through a NHW scheme and this is an additional benefit of membership.

The ideal would be for everyone in the Village to be a member and we would be grateful for any publicity the Parish Council can give to help to achieve this aim.

C. M. Cripps   Chairman  702735

S. Wilson        Secretary  300659

9.
OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHONERS

a) B Markham raised the matter of the bus service provided to the village and his concerns that the service is inadequate.  He noted that he is part of the parking consultation team in Daventry and they have been considering the need for better public transport from the outlying villages.  Tim Cantwell, Corporate Strategy Manager at DDC, is heading the consultation committee. 
M Richards advised that the Parish Council had been in contact with Geoff Amos Coaches and had reported to the Parish Council that no changes in the timetable or route could be accommodated.  
The Clerk had already been in contact with Major Markham and had followed that up with Mr J Ellerby, Principal Bus & Rail Officer at NCC.  The Parish Council is currently awaiting response from Mr Ellerby.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will continue to pursue this matter through the relevant channels.

b) D Wilson raised the matter of moves for a reduction in speed limit from 60mph to 50mph throughout Northamptonshire and his hopes that the Parish Council would give this matter its support.  M Richards reported that he had spoken to the press and raised concerns that policing and enforcement also needs to be taken into consideration.  
S Wilson remarked that the matter effects everyone in the villages and the matter needs support.  She believes that the limits need to be in place and then speed cameras can follow.

c) D Wilson remarked that the Chairman had mentioned earlier a request for money from the Village Hall Management Committee.  He felt disappointed that no-one from the VHMC was present at the meeting to make a report to the Parish.  K Alexander and P Banks noted that the AGM will be held on Monday 1st June and members of the public are welcome to attend that meeting and speak.

d) S Wilson commented that she was pleased to see so many people in the village over the Bluebell weekend.  

There being no further questions the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.35pm.

CHAIRMAN

DATE



