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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2008

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mr Gary Bell, 

Mrs S Gilling, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson, Mr John Page, Mr Mike Warburton.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), 6 x Members of the public.

001/10/08
Apologies for absence
None

002/10/08 
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
K Alexander declared personal interest in items 009/10/08 and 010/10/08 and prejudicial interest in item 011/10/08.

P Banks declared personal interest in items 009/10/08 and 010/10/08 and prejudicial interest in item 011/10/08.  In his absence and at his request, these declarations were made by S Foster.

003/09/08 
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2008

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.   The Clerk requested a change of “should” to “could” on item 352d/09/08.  All were in agreement that they be signed as a correct record.

Proposed by S Robson, Seconded by K Alexander.

004/09/08 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.  Two members of the public requested that they be allowed to speak just before the agenda items regarding the Village Hall.

005/09/08 
Matters arising from the minutes

a.
The Clerk confirmed that a payment had now been received from Mr Morris with regards to the cemetery.

b.
The Clerk reported that she had met with I Bromwich with regards to the transfer of the Badby.org domain name.  During the discussion, she had been made aware that there are approximately 100 email addresses included and it may be worth looking at whether parishioners would want to use them.

006/09/08 
Finance

a.
Income received


£1,500.00
NCC Empowerment Fund


£   220.00
Burial & Exclusive Rights Fees (Hayle)

b.              Payments for approval

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	Authority

	001431
	S Foster
	Salary 
	£269.71
	LGA1972 s.112

	001432
	S Foster
	Expenses
	£58.62
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	001433
	The Phone Co-op
	Telephone bill
	£6.25 + VAT
	LG(FPA) 1963 s.5

	001434
	N Kennedy
	Mowing
	£135.00
	LGA 1972 s.214

	001435
	EON
	Lighting maintenance
	£133.50 + VAT
	PCA 1957


It was noted that because of a change in tax code, the Clerk will no longer be paying tax.


*RESOLUTION*  – All cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by M Warburton; Seconded by  

J Page.  Payments approved. 


c.
The Chairman reported that there is a current overspend on Administration but this is because some items have been paid in full for the year ie election costs, insurance computer requirement and subscription costs).



Regarding Burial Grounds, £7k has already been set aside for works to the churchyard wall.  However, we had received the £1.5k Empowerment Fund and the cost of the work had been much lower than expected.  It was agreed that the £7k be kept in abeyance for the moment.  The Cemetery Rates budget figure had been an oversight in previous years and will be increased in the budget for 2009/2010.
All other items are within budget.
An income of £2,067 has been a useful contribution to the Parish Council funds.
M Richards, P Banks and S Foster are to meet before the end of October to prepare a first draft of the 2009/2010 budget which will be presented at the November meeting.  Any amendments will be discussed at the December meeting and the budget ratified at January’s meeting.


P Banks arrived at the meeting.

d.
The Clerk explained that amendments to the Annual Return as well as extra information had been requested by the external auditor.  These were agreed.


007/09/08 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	DA/2008/0990
	LBC for change of thatching material, new roof purlins and collars and preservation of historic purlins
	Holly Cottage, Church Green, Badby NN11 3AS
	Support


b.
Decisions received

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Decision

	DA/2008/0740
	Change of use from Post Office to domestic family room.  New pitched roof over existing flat roof/new porch.
	Honor Oak, 2 The Green, 

Badby NN11 3AF
	Granted

	DA/2008/0712
	Outline application for detached bungalow (revised scheme)
	Land to rear of Hill Top, 

Bunkers Hill, Badby NN11 3AW
	Refused


c. Appeals

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Date of appeal

	DA/2008/0122
	Demolition of existing commercial buildings.  Construction of 3 detached dwellings and garages.
	New House, Badby Lane, Staverton
	11.11.08 at DDC office in Daventry


d.
Update regarding building work at Arbury Hill

It was reported that windows and doors had now been put in to the building.  No response has been received from DDC.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact J Golding to see whether a planning application had been received by Staverton Parish Council and also to chase DDC for a response.

008/10/08
Update on issues regarding motocross circuit at Arbury Hill

The last planned meeting had not taken place.  The DDC are intending on being at the next meeting on 2nd November.

004/09/08 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public.  The matter of the VHMC was raised and statements read out.  The Parish Council was asked to consider seeking clarification on the financial state of the VHMC as well as its plans for increasing income.  P Banks asked whether the concerns of the members of public had been addressed to the VHMC direct.  They said that they had sought to address the VHMC at the AGM but had been unsuccessful and were unwilling to repeat the exercise.  It was noted that the VHMC meetings are all public meetings although there is no public display of an agenda.  It was agreed that P Banks ask the VHMC to publish their agenda and space could be made on the village noticeboards for them to be displayed.

009/10/08
Report by K Alexander and P Banks regarding Village Hall Management Committee

P Banks stated that he had not been at the last meeting of the VHMC.
K Alexander read out a prepared statement.

010/10/08
Questions to K Alexander and P Banks regarding agenda item 009/10/08

K Alexander was asked to confirm that the VHMC accounts show a loss at present of @£250 per quarter.  K Alexander said confirmed.
K Alexander was asked to state what fundraising ideas have been put forward by the VHMC.  She replied that a village raffle as well as a social event in February were being considered.
K Alexander was asked whether a 100 Club had been considered.  She responded that it had been discussed but agreed that it would be difficult getting people to sign up.


011/10/08
Consideration of Village Hall Management Committee and Charity Commission responses

K Alexander and P Banks left the meeting.

M Richards reported that an apology had been received from the VHMC regarding them having mislead the Parish Council as to the source of funds used to fund the capital works project in 2005.  Therefore, in the Chairman's view, the original commitment is no longer valid.  The general feeling was that any understanding of a commitment was null and void.  It was explained that the VHMC had advised the Parish Council that there had been a shortfall of £30k required to make up the full capital cost of £80k.  It had been understood that this money was being taken from an endowment fund which was in trust and the VHMC had obtained Charity Commission approval to use it, provided that it was replaced.  The Parish Council has been asked to replace the endowment fund and it was agreed that the Parish Council would consider on an annual basis the payment of £2k for the next 15 years.  It was noted that £40-50k was raised by the VHMC from other areas which all agreed was not an insignificant achievement.  

After some discussion, it was agreed that the following proposal be raised at the November meeting.

Draft proposal for Parish Council meeting of 10th November 2008:

1.
Decision as to whether Badby Parish Council considers the previous arrangement is no longer valid and considered null and void, namely the repayment of endowed capital - at a rate of £2,000 over a 15 year period voted annually by Badby Parish Council as advised to the Badby Parish Council as being agreed between the VHMC and the Charity Commission.


2.
Decision as to whether Badby Parish Council considers any urgent need to provide further financial assistance at the present time given the VHMC’s current income/expenditure shortfall.  


3.
With regards to two capital expenditure items mentioned by the VHMC, namely replacement windows and flooring, Badby Parish Council to consider whether it would be open for an approach for any financial assistance and whether such approach should include the VHMC having adequate quotations for the work and a financial business plan.


012/10/08
Introduction and consideration of Freedom of Information Act

The Clerk reported that under the rules of the Freedom of Information Act, the Parish Council is duty bound to provide certain information in written form.  This obligation has to be adopted by the Parish Council before 1st January 2009.  The Clerk has the form which is to be completed and  will circulate it before the next meeting.  It was agreed that adoption of the Act will be placed on the agenda for November.

013/10/08
Consideration of response from DDC regarding BT Payphone Consultation

The Clerk reported that the DDC has now submitted the final response to the BT Payphone Removal Consultation.  BT cannot remove any box identified on their proposed removal list if it has received a written objection to its removal.

014/10/08
Consultation on NMWDF – Core Strategy

The Chairman reported that the above consultation identifies areas of mineral deposits close to Badby.  It was agreed that the document be circulated and be placed on the agenda for November's meeting.

015/10/08
Consultation on NMWDF – Control and Management of Development

Again, it was decided that this consultation be circulated and placed on the agenda for November's meeting.

016/10/08
Consultation on The Making and Enforcement of Byelaws

The Chairman reported that the above consultation relates to extra powers being handed to Parish Council's to deal with issues of nuisance.  Again, it was decided that this consultation be circulated and placed on the agenda for November's meeting.

017/10/08
Consideration of DDC request for Parish Council Representatives for Standard’s Committee

Following discussion, it was agreed that anyone wishing to apply, could do so.

018/10/08
Consideration of attendance at Northampton Flood Fair

Following discussion, it was agreed that no representative be sent.

The Chairman reported on another consultation which had been received regarding Transport & Highways and the Top 10 Priorities for Badby Parish Council.  The closing date for response is Monday 20th October.  Following discussion, matters relating to Badby were agreed and the Clerk was tasked with returning the consultation.

019/10/08
Reports from Councillors

f.
Roads and safety


G Bell asked that he make his report as he had to leave the meeting.  There was nothing to report.  Following comment, it was agreed that the gravel from the pathways is being washed into the drains and may result in problems. 

a. 
Greens


The Chairman reported that he is trying to contact D Grainger regarding the cutting of the greens.
M Warburton again offered to purchase a bag of bulbs to be planted by children at the school and Badby Chestnuts.  He will liaise with the Clerk.
The Clerk reported that no response has been received from DDC regarding a smaller vehicle being used for the bin collection on Church Green.  The Clerk was tasked with chasing DDC.

b. 
Trees


Nothing to report.


c . 
Playing Field


S Robson reported that letters of support have been sent regarding the Cricket Club's grant request towards purchasing a new tractor.  
Biffa have yet again failed to empty the bin.

d . 
Rights of Way


The area at Neneside Close and the field has been strimmed and the stile removed.
K Alexander has again reported the path on the left of Chapel Lane and noted that this issue was first reported in January 2008 but no action has yet been taken.

e.
Cemetery 


P Banks reported that he and the Clerk had met with the Cox family.  Following a positive meeting, they had also met with E Grant to discuss costings.  The quotes have now been received and it was agreed that work to the gate handle and the correction of the lip by the gate should be carried out as soon as possible.  Meanwhile, quotes would be requested for the tarmacking of the pathway in the new part of the cemetery and remodelling the camber by the shed into the new cemetery. 
E Grant had been asked to advise regarding a new pathway at the top of the cemetery.  He had asked whether it would be better to put in a step from the top pathway.  The Clerk was tasked with speaking to Mr Morris.  The cost of this would be in the region of £60.

f.
Roads and safety
P Banks reported that he had been asked about some of the road edging cobbles on The Green having been damaged during the works to the village green.  The Clerk was tasked with chasing this matter.
It was generally agreed that the excess gravel from pathways needs to be cleared.  The Clerk was tasked with requesting a site meeting with MGWSP.

g.
Street-Lighting


K Alexander reported a light out on The Glebe and it has been repaired.
S Gillings reported that a street light outside Danetre Cottage on Stoneway will be cleaned of plant growth.
The matter regarding damage to the street light on Pinfold Green is progressing.

h.  
Village Hall
Nothing to report.

i.   
Newsletter
The Clerk reported that a newsletter will be due out at the end of December.  Anyone wishing any matters to be reported should contact the Clerk.  A request was made that dog fouling be mentioned.

j.
Training
S Robson and S Halson had attended training.  They both found it extremely useful and considered that it could be useful for all Parish Councillors to attend.

020/10/08
Correspondence

·            
Daventry Over Fifties Forum - Newsletter 7

·            
NCALC Update – Sept/Oct 2008

·            
Town & Parish Standard – September 2008

·            
Highways Reps’ Review – July/August 2008

·            
Active Aging Network Newsletter

·            
The Clerk – September 2008

021/10/08
Public Participation (2)

a.
Mr Cox thanked the Council for its consideration of the issues regarding the cemetery.

b.
A question was asked regarding the garages on Pound Lane.  The Clerk reported that a request has been received to join the DDH on a walkabout of their village properties.

c.
Following recent distraction burglaries, everyone was warned to be aware of scams.  The Clerk was asked to put an article in the newsletter.

d.
Requests were received for copies of the documents read out by K Alexander.  The Clerk stated that she would check with the authors of each that it could be copied and, if positive, would arrange.

022/10/08
Any other matters

None.

023/09/08 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on Monday 10th November 2008.  

The Chairman reminded Parish Councillors that the December meeting is moved from 8th to the 15th.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm.
