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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2008

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), 10 x Members of the public.

337/09/08
Apologies for absence
Apologies: Mrs S Gilling, Mr John Page, Mr Mike Warburton and County Councillor Robin Brown.

Absent: Mr Gary Bell, District Councillor Tony Scott.

338/09/08 
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None received.

339/09/08 
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2008

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.   All were in agreement that they be signed as a correct record.

Proposed by S Halson, Seconded by K Alexander.

340/09/08 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.  No comments were received from the members of the public.


341/09/08 
Matters arising from the minutes
None.

342/09/08 
Finance

a.
Income received


None.

b.
Payments for approval

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	Authority
	

	001420
	S Foster
	Salary 
	£205.47
	LGA1972 s.112

	001424
	Inland Revenue
	PAYE
	£47.40
	LGA1972 s.112

	001425
	S Foster
	Expenses
	£34.20
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	001426
	S Foster
	TBS Churchyard materials
	£149.46 + VAT
	LGA 1972 s.214

	001427
	The Phone Co-op
	Telephone bill
	£3.07 + VAT
	LG(FPA) 1963 s.5

	001428  *1
	ES Granford 
	Cemetery/Churchyard works
	£2,472.00
	LGA 1972 s.214

	001429
	NCALC 
	Training courses (x5)
	£145.00
	

	001430  *2
	N Kennedy
	Mowing
	£197.38
	LGA 1972 s.214


*1
The Clerk reported that Mr Morris had agreed that he would pay £520 of this invoice and that amount could now be requested.

*2
The amount of this invoice had not been shown on the agenda as the Clerk had not received the bill.  However, she was aware that one was due.  


*RESOLUTION*  – All cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by S Robson; Seconded by  

S Halson. Payments approved. 

c.
Report on findings regarding Internal and External Audits

Following the report by the Clerk at the last meeting, Councillors had been given time to consider the findings.  The Chairman reiterated that the present arrangements for the internal audit do not concur with advice received from NCALC.  Despite the likely rise in cost of the internal audit increasing from £50 to £132, it was unanimously agreed that NCALC's advice be taken and a more indepth internal audit be carried out at the end of this financial year.


d.
Update regarding Empowerment Fund

The Clerk reported that the Empowerment Fund had not yet been received into the bank account.


327/09/08 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application received
	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	 
	DA/2008/0841
	Alteration & conversion of existing outbuilding to provide ancillary residential accommodation
	The Manor House, The Green, Badby NN11 3AF
	Support

	
	DA/2008/0842
	Listed building consent to alteration & conversion of existing outbuilding to provide ancillary residential accommodation
	The Manor House, The Green, Badby NN11 3AF
	Support



b.
Decisions received

	Decisions received
	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Decision

	None
	
	
	
	


c.
Appeals

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Date of appeal

	None 
	
	
	


d.
Update regarding possible planning application for Bunkers Hill

The Chairman reported that the planning application for Bunkers Hill property had been Refused.  The Chairman was surprised that the Clerk had not already received notification from the District Council.


e.
Update regarding building work at Arbury Hill

The Clerk reported that the District Council had now been advised of the full address of the property and the DDC would now be able to open an investigatory file and continue.  The Clerk to report at October's meeting.

344/09/08
Update on Arbury Hill

The Clerk had been in contact with the DDC but no response had yet been received as to what, if any, progress had been made. We would continue to monitor the situation.

345/09/08
Update regarding shooting events at Staverton
The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with the clerk of Barby and Kilsby Parish Councils.  Kilsby PC instructed solicitors to act on their behalf.  It was generally agreed that the noise levels in Badby have been virtually non-existent over the last month and it was therefore agreed that the matter be monitored for the time being.

346/09/08
Consideration of Badby.org.uk domain

The Chairman invited Mr Denis Wilson to speak.  Following Mr Wilson's comments, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Ian Bromwich to say that the PC would take over the domain name as of April 2009 at a cost of £109.44 per annum.

347/09/08
Consideration of Daventry District Sports Awards 2008

The Clerk was asked to pass this on to Neil Brooks of Badby Cricket Club.

348/09/08
Consideration of East Midlands Regional Plan (Regional Spatial Strategy)

The Chairman reported that he had looked through the documents.  They cover all aspects of Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire.  Any comments are requested by 17th October 2008.  Following discussion regarding the provision in the Daventry area of sites for travellers, it was agreed that any proposal in the Badby area would have to go through the proper planning authorities and would be brought to the attention of the Parish Council at that time.  It was then agreed that the documents be distributed to all Councillors.

349/09/08
Consideration of Northants Minerals and Waste Development Plan re Locations

This document has previously been discussed and it was agreed that as the proposals do not involve the Badby Area the Parish Council has no comments to make..

350/09/08
Reports from Councillors

a 
Greens
The Chairman reported that he had met with the DDC regarding damage caused by the refuse collection vans in the Church Green area.  It was agreed that the parking of cars alongside Church Green makes it extremely difficult for the lorry to get past.  Two options   considered were (a) widen the road by cutting into the village green by @2ft; or (b) use a smaller vehicle.  The DDC has recently purchased a smaller vehicle to collect wheelie bins only.  The Chairman has requested that the DDC look into their schedule to see whether it would be possible to use the smaller vehicle for Vicarage Hill and Church Green.  It was agreed that this may mean changing the day of collection in that area but we are waiting for a response from the DDC.


The Clerk reported that a response had been sent via DDC to BT regarding the consultation concerning removal of the public telephone box on The Green.  Since then, however, a second consultation has now been set in action by BT regarding the adoption or sponsorship of the red boxes.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council could make no decision unless it was certain as to the result of the first consultation.

b 
Trees


With the budgets due to be discussed at the end of the year, the Clerk was tasked with obtaining quotes for grass cutting of the greens and the tree work discussed at previous meetings.  This would allow decisions to be made before January 2009.


c  
Playing Field
The Chairman reported that he and S Robson had removed the bench posts.  The wooden structure discussed at the last meeting had already been removed.  
S Robson had spoken to the Cricket Club regarding the cutting of the football pitch grass.  He had been advised by Alan Standish that they were in the process of applying for funding towards a new tractor.  To this end, the Clerk was tasked with sending a letter of support to the Cricket Club.  
S Robson also reported that he had spoken to Biffa regarding the non-collection of the wheelie bin.  An arrangement had been reached regarding the timing of the collection.

d  
Rights of Way


K Alexander reported that the footpath by Neneside Close is due to be strimmed in the next couple of weeks, as well as the removal of some stiles.
The Chairman reported that D Fennell had indeed cleared the pathway from the Playing Field in time for the Badby Fayre but unfortunately, due to inclement weather conditions, the agricultural machinery section of the Fayre had been cancelled.

e  
Cemetery 
The Chairman reported that following a letter received, the Parish Council had had a site visit to the cemetery.  He covered the following issues: i. The roadway leading up to the cemetery is in fact private and not under the control of the Parish Council; ii. The gate into the cemetery opens well on both sides although there is a lip between the tarmac and the rough ground.  The Parish Council considered that it could look into the possibility of levelling this area; iii. The bins could be moved if they are seen as an obstacle; iv. The pathway, although not in pristine condition, is adequate; v. The camber onto the pathway leading to the graveside is seen as an issue.  However, due to the roots of the tree and the topography of the cemetery, it is not an easy area to fix.  The Parish Council could look to try to level out the turn off and maybe create a cemented base for @3ft, therefore making the area more level and smoother for access; vi. The Parish Council considers that the pathway in front of the graveside is adequate, having already made alterations to the gravel pathway.  The Chairman finished by saying that the Parish Council accepts that the site of the cemetery is not ideal, but it does consider it to be adequate.  The Parish Council feels that it has tried to be helpful with previous requests for action to be taken.  However, any improvements require financial investment from the Parish Council.


Members of the family involved were invited to comment.  They understood the comment regarding the roadway leading to the cemetery and were pleased regarding the PC's comments concerning the turnoff.  However, they were still concerned regarding the gateway and the gravel pathway and suggested that, in time, there will be more people trying to access that part of the cemetery.  Also, no consideration had been given to the request for a handrail to the left hand side of the gravel pathway, an area they considered a drainage ditch.  Another member of the family voiced the opinion that, under the regulations contained in the Disability Discrimination Act, they felt that their mother was being discriminated against and had taken advice.  


S Robson intervened at this point, explaining that the issue is obviously an emotional one.  


P Banks clarified the situation regarding the drainage ditch which is actually a Saxon ditch.  He was also advised that the left hand side of the gravel pathway has been set aside for the burial of cremated remains once the old cemetery area is full and so that area would not be suitable for a handrail.  It was agreed that tarmacing of the gravel pathway could be looked at for the future depending on costs involved.  


After some discussion, it was agreed that another site visit be made but this time with Mrs Cox herself, in order for the Parish Councillors to more fully understand the problems she faces.  It was agreed that this site visit take place on Tuesday 16th September.  The Parish Council will be advised as to what time.  The matter will then be discussed again at the next Parish Council meeting.

f   
Roads and safety  


Nothing to report.


g   
Street-Lighting
The Chairman reported that an incident had occurred during the month involving a lighting pole on Pinfold Green and a brewery vehicle.  The matter is being discussed with the brewery regarding the £520 bill for repairs following inspection by ABB.  The brewery has requested further details regarding the vehicle involved.  The matter is ongoing.

h  
Village Hall
The VHMC has responded to the Parish Council's June letter.  The Parish Councillors have not yet had time to digest the information and it was agreed that the matter be placed on the agenda for discussion at October's meeting.

i   
Newsletter


Nothing to report.

351/09/08
Correspondence

· Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2008

· LCR – September 2008

· DDC Grant Aid Programme 2009/2010

· Glasdon Product Catalogue

· Daventry Rural South Safer Community Team – July-October 2008

· Notification of E.ON acquisition of Public Lighting Division of ABB Ltd

· Notification of East Midlands Fire and Rescue Control Centre opening in summer 2010

· Textile Bag Collection Dates from DDC

· VHMC governing document

352/09/08 Public Participation (2)

a.
A member of the public raised concerns regarding recent advice given by the VHMC to the Charity Commission that money spent by the VHMC had not come from capital derived from the sale of the Old School House.


b.
A member of the public advised that the farm which had been owned by Cyril Flowers falls into the Staverton parish and therefore no planning applications for it would come to Badby Parish Council.

c.
A member of the public reported that Honey Lane is again in a state of disrepair.  This has already been reported by K Alexander to Street Doctor.  
It was also noted that drains had become blocked along The Glebe and Chapel Lane during the recent rains.  However, roadsweepers had been in Badby on two consecutive days since then.


d.
A member of the public reported that on the grounds that the original capital endowment fund from the VHMC was £7.3k, the growth of subsequent investments could have been in the region of £125k.

353/09/08 Any other matters

The Clerk asked Parish Councillors whether they would be attending the Civic Service for District Councillor Tony Scott which is to be held in November. Clerk to be advised. 

354/09/08 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on Monday 13th October 2008.  

The Chairman asked Parish Councillors to consider moving the December meeting from 8th to the 15th.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

