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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 6th APRIL 2009

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Gary Bell, Mrs S Gilling, 

Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson, Mr Mike Warburton.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), 7 x Members of the public.

001/04/09
To receive and approve apologies for absence
Apologies:
Mr Peter Banks on holiday. Approved.  Proposed by M Warburton, seconded by S Gilling.


County Councillor Robin Brown, District Councillor Tony Scott.

002/04/09 
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None.

003/04/09 
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2009

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.   All were in agreement that they be signed as a correct record.

Proposed by S Gilling, Seconded by K Alexander.

004/04/09 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.  

a.
A member of the public raised concerns regarding registering of the village greens with the Land Registry and reiterated her earlier request for the Clerk to research costs and procedures for carrying out this exercise.  
The Clerk replied that she had been in contact with the relevant departments and had received the applications forms.  It was agreed that the Clerk would produce a summary of information for Parish Councillors and the matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.


005/04/09 
Matters arising from the minutes

None.

006/04/09 
Finance

a.
Discussion and agreement regarding Clerk's salary changes in line with national guidelines

The Clerk reported that the national guidelines had been received and these meant a rise of £0.232 (£8.429 to £8.881) per hour as well as a rise in car allowance of 2.9p (55.8p to 58.7p) per mile.  Discussed and agreed. Proposed by S Robson, seconded by K Alexander.

b.
Income received


£50.00
Headstone fee (Justice)


£2.61
Nat West interest payment

c.

Payments for approval

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	+ VAT
	Cheque Total
	Authority

	1462
	S Foster
	Salary 
	£289.77
	£0.00
	£289.77
	LGA1972 s.112

	1463
	S Foster
	Expenses
	£77.14
	£0.00
	£77.14
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	1464
	EON
	Replacement street light
	£588.00
	£88.20
	£676.20
	PCA1957

	1465
	NCALC
	Internal audit
	£132.30
	£0.00
	£132.30
	Acc & Audit Regs 2003

	1466
	EON
	Lighting maintenance
	£134.35
	£20.15
	£154.50
	PCA1957

	1467
	DDC
	Election fees
	£750.00
	£0.00
	£750.00
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	1468
	CPRE
	Attendance at Roadshow
	£29.00
	£0.00
	£29.00
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5


*RESOLUTION*  – All cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by K Alexander; Seconded by 

S Halson.  Payments approved. 
d.
Presentation of unaudited end of year accounts

The Chairman reported that Administration came in slightly over budget; Burial Grounds considerably under budget due to work on the churchyard wall coming in under budget as well as the receipt of the NCC Empowerment Fund and a donation towards works in the cemetery; Greens came in on budget; Street Lighting under budget although it was noted that no electricity bill has been received for the this financial year.  The Clerk is chasing this with the Electricity Board and the funds are to be ring-fenced.

The Clerk reported that there is a refund due on cemetery rates due to the fact that incorrect information was given by DDC and the Clerk has now completed application form for Small Business Rate Relief.

Therefore, the overall budget shows an underspend of £4k due to receipts and the non-payment of £2k to the Village Hall Management Committee.

Bank accounts show deposits of £15.5k with approximately £2.2k to be used for street lighting.

The budget for 2009/2010 shows use of £4,300 from the reserves therefore leaving £9k for any emergencies which may arise.  


007/04/09 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	DA/2009/0171
	Single storey rear extension
	Farm Court, School Lane,

Badby NN11 3AJ
	Support


b.
Report on site visit re DA/2009/0036 – Foxhill Farm

The Clerk reported that P Banks had attended the site visit.  Unfortunately, the application had been omitted from the Planning Committee agenda but it is understood that DDC will endeavour to include it on the agenda for the Planning Committee meeting due to take place on 22nd April.

c.
Decisions received

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Decision

	DA/2009/0109
	Demolition of existing single storey extension and construction of replacement single storey extension
	The Laurels, The Green,

Badby NN11 3AF
	Granted


c.                 Appeals

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Date of appeal

	None
	
	
	


008/04/09
Reports from Councillors

a. 
Greens


It was noted that weed killer has been used around trees, sign posts, and  around the tree guards.  It was agreed that the cycle track in the playing field  looks much better than some had anticipated.  The greens have all been cut and it was agreed that they are looking good.
S Gilling reported that she had had a call regarding the Old School House and concerns of encroachment onto the village green.  After discussion, it was agreed that all Parish Councillors should take a look at the area to the side of the Old School House and the matter will be discussed at next month's meeting.
Regarding the matter of concern over a resident placing a vehicular access to a property on Pinfold Green, it was reported that the NCC Enforcement Department have now taken up the matter.

b. 
Trees
The Clerk confirmed that an inspection is due to be made before 30st April 2009.

c . 
Playing Field


S Robson confirmed that the bin is being emptied and that the Cricket Club have acquired new equipment and have been cutting the football pitch as previously agreed.  It was reported that the cricket pavilion was broken into on Friday night and tools taken.
S Robson and M Richards have  inspected  the car drive route up to the Cricket Field and the tyre ruts created in the turf.  The stone which was suggested at the last meeting could be used to fill them would not resolve  the problem.  M Richards had been in contact with E Grant to get a quote for laying hardcore for a run of about 100 yards from the entrance gate.


d . 
Rights of Way


Nothing to report.

e.
Cemetery 
S Halson will be making an application in April to a local grant funder.  The Clerk reported that the two options she had looked at were directed more towards war memorials.  M Richards reported that he had met with Robin Brown who confirmed that the Empowerment Fund would be available again this year and he believed that funding for the cemetery pathway would be looked upon  favourably.  It was agreed that the Clerk would find out when the Empowerment Fund is due to be applied for.

f.
Roads and safety
The Clerk reported that the pothole on the A361 had been filled.  


M Richards reported that he and the Clerk had met with Nick Gore of NCC and discussed various issues within the village.  With regards to Chapel Lane, it was agreed that there is a need to move the 30mph limit further out of the village.  This could be done when funding is available.  It was also noted that signs similar to those on Bunkers Hill warning of people walking on the side of the road should be erected.  However, it was noted that other restrictions such as sleeping policemen would not be an option at this time. 


We also visited Catesby Lane and it was agreed that this matter needs following up.  The Clerk is trying to get a site visit arranged with Ian Smith of NCC to discuss matters further, including the issue of the village being used as a pilot for the golden gravel being laid.


Problems with potholes, drains and street repairs need to be reported through Street Doctor.  This includes the issue of the gravel being cleared from the roads.

g.
Street-Lighting
Nothing to report.

h.  
Village Hall
There has been no meeting since the last Parish Council meeting.  There had been a social event last Saturday night and this had been well attended.  There is some discussion that Bluebell Sunday may take place over two days this year.   K Alexander reported that she had been contacted by a member of the public concerned about unloading, parking and noise at the back of the village hall.  She will report this matter to the VHMC.

i.   
Newsletter


The next issue is due in June.

009/04/09
Update on Play Provision and findings


The garages have been removed from Pound Lane.  S Halson has received a document showing Parish Council ownership of a parcel of land fronting Pound Lane.  The Clerk was asked to contact D Grainger and ask him to cut this land.
The Clerk reported that she had been advised that the village greens could be included on the Parish survey.  Parish Councillors agreed that the posting of the survey be done by themselves rather than wait for it to be distributed with The Link.  That would allow for the results to be collated before the next meeting.  The Clerk to arrange distribution.


010/04/09
Update regarding vehicle crossing at Pinfold Green


The Clerk reported that the NCC Enforcement Department had now taken up this issue.

011/04/09
Consideration of request to use the Playing Field by Friends of Badby School


The Clerk reported that a letter had been received asking for permission to use the Playing Field for a car boot sale on Saturday 9th May.  It was agreed that there would need to be a site visit to agree the areas to be used.  This should then be confirmed in writing.  The Parish Council would like confirmation that FoBS is covered by its own insurance and would reinstate the area to its proper state after the event.

012/04/09
Consideration of Amenity Weight Restrictions (7.5t) Awareness Campaign


The Clerk reported that a letter had been received asking whether the Parish Council would like to take part in the above campaign.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would take part.

013/04/09
Consideration of request by MGWSP for contact details of local farmers


Following receipt of a request for contact details of local farmers who have snow plough equipment, it was agreed that the letter be copied to relevant farmers with a request that if they want to forward their details, they should.  It was also agreed that an article be put into the next edition of the Parish Newsletter.

014/04/09
Correspondence

· Village Viewpoint - Spring 2009

· DDC Council Tax Information

· The Clerk -  March 2009

· Glasdon catalogue

· Northants BTCV Information

· Valuation Office Agency change of address notification

· East Midlands Regional Plan: Future consultations timetable

015/04/09
Public Participation (2)

a.
A member of the public asked for confirmation of the date of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Parish Council Annual Meeting.  The Clerk will confirm by email.


b.
A member of the public asked that the Parish Council, raise the problem of road verge ruts along the Everdon Road with Ian Smith of NCC Highways. .


c.
A member of the public asked what input they could have regarding the use of the area on Pound Lane where the garages had been.  They have concerns about what use it may be put to.  It was agreed that near by residents would be encouraged to be involved and and should attend the Parish Council Meeting when the subject is placed on the Agenda..


d.
A member of the public expressed concerns regarding vehicle speeds as they enter the village from the A361.  M Richards advised that District Councillor Tony Scott supports a need for speed cameras to be used.


016/04/09
Any other matters

a.
M Richards reported that there had been a scramble meeting last weekend instead of the previous weekend.  Lynda Johnson of DDC Environmental Health Department had spent the afternoon with Ann Rogers.  It was agreed that M Richards should contact L Johnson and ask for a meeting as there is now concern that nothing is progressing.


b.
M Richards and P Banks had met to discuss the matter of a bench requested by the Hartshorn family.  They had agreed that an area outside the church could be used.  


M Richards had asked E Grant for a quote for laying a paved area.  It was agreed that 


M Richards and the Clerk would look at benches, as requested by the Hartshorn family.


c.
The Clerk reported that an invitation had been received to attend a Transport and Highways meeting.  It was agreed that Sally Halson would attend.  The Clerk would arrange.


d.
The Clerk was asked about the sign for the village hall.  She noted that Nick Gore had advised that the sign needed to be ordered through Nordis and not direct from MGWSP, as the Clerk had done.  She would now contact Nordis and arrange for it asap.


e.
K Alexander noted that car transporters had been seen offloading vehicles recently in the layby at the top of the A361 hill.  The Clerk advised that the vehicles had been brand new Citreon's used at a promotions event at Fawsley Hall and the transporters were probably unable to get into Fawsley Hall.

017/04/09
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 11th May 2009.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.

