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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2009

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mrs S Gilling, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson, Mr Mike Warburton.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), 4 x Members of the public.

001/03/09
Apologies for absence
Absent : 
None.

Apologies:
Mr Gary Bell, Mr John Page, County Councillor Robin Brown, 


District Councillor Tony Scott.

002/03/09 
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
S Halson declared an interest in Agenda item 18/03/09.

003/03/09 
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2009

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.   All were in agreement that they be signed as a correct record.

Proposed by M Warburton, Seconded by S Robson.

004/03/09 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.  

a.
A member of the public gave each Parish Councillor a copy of the statement she will be making at the Daventry District Council Planning Committee meeting on April 13th with regards to planning application DA/2009/0036.


b.
A member of the public noted that Agenda item 12/03/09 is not a letter from the local Neighbourhood Watch group.


c.
A member of the public asked for an update on the meeting with Daventry & District Housing with regards to the garages on Pound Lane.  The matter is to be discussed later in the meeting.


005/03/09 
Matters arising from the minutes

a.
P Banks reported that he had attended a site meeting at Underwood with regards to a recent planning application which had been withdrawn.  The applicant will be submitting new plans, having taken advice from DDC.

006/03/09 
Finance

a.
Income received


£695.61
NCC Grass Mowing Grant

b.                 Payments for approval

*  It was noted that this cheque takes into account a credit note forwarded to the Parish Council for non-collection of the Playing Field bin.

*RESOLUTION*  – All other cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by P Banks; Seconded by 

S Robson.  Payments approved. 


007/03/09 Planning

a.
Applications received

Application No.
Description of Development
Location of Development
Parish Council action

DA/2009/0036 (Amended)
Change of use of agricultural buildings ... and creation of service yard
Foxhill Farm, Badby Road West, Badby NN11 4NH
Objections.  

M Richards to attend Planning Committee meeting on 11.03.09

DA/2009/0108
Listed Building Consent for new dormer windows, treatment of timber infestation and associated works.  Alterations to existing dormer reinstatement of fireplace.
Park House, The Green,

Badby NN11 3AF
Support 

DA/2009/0109
Demolition of existing single storey extension and construction of replacement single storey extension
The Laurels, 4 The Green,

Badby NN11 3AF
Support 

b.
Decisions received

Application No
Description of Development
Location of Development
Decision

DA/2009/0036
Change of use of agricultural buildings ... and creation of service yard
Foxhill Farm, Badby Road West, Badby NN11 4NH
Planning committee on 11.03.09

c.                 Appeals

Application No
Description of Development
Location of Development
Date of appeal

None




008/03/09
Reports from Councillors

a. 
Greens


One negative comment has been received regarding strimming of the greens.  It was noted that the metal guards have made it difficult to cut right up to the trees on The Green.  The situation will continue to be monitored.
One negative comment has also been received regarding the weed killing of the cycle track at the playing field.  It was agreed that the situation be monitored.

b. 
Trees
The Clerk confirmed that an inspection is due to be made before 31st April 2009.

c . 
Playing Field


Nothing to report.

d . 
Rights of Way


It was noted that signs re fouling have been posted on EB14 and following the posting of photographs showing a recent attack on sheep, there has been a significant decrease in the number of people using the field where the attack took place. 
P Banks reported that he had received a letter from Andrew Hartshorn in Canada enquiring as to the possibility of installing a bench near to the exit of Honey Lane in memory of his parents.  It was agreed that M Richards and P Banks would look into this and report back to the next meeting.

e.
Cemetery 
It was noted that at the last meeting, the Parish Council had agreed to use tarmac for the new pathway subject to funds being available.  The Clerk and S Halson had met to discuss grants and are looking into two possibilities.  It was agreed that matter be on the agenda for the next meeting.
The Clerk reported that three graves had been re-filled during the month.  P Banks passed on thanks from one of the families concerned to the Clerk in dealing with this matter. 

f.
Roads and safety
The gravel has again filled up the drains on School Lane.
There is a large pot-hole at the bottom of Bridge Hill on the A361.
The Clerk reported that she has been in contact with Nick Gore and they are trying to set up a meeting. 

g.
Street-Lighting
Nothing to report.

h.  
Village Hall
K Alexander circulated a copy of the VHMC Treasurer's Report.  The VHMC has requested quotes for new heaters.  It was noted that regular bookings are now being taken.  The VHMC is being restructured to include new people and members of community organisations.   
Quotes are being obtained for work to the floor and windows.  It was reported that half of the boards underneath the flooring may need replacing and quite a few of the windows need either replacing or refurbishing.  
It was noted that fundraising events are taking place – the next being a Mama Mia sing-a-long evening on 4th April.  However, it was noted that no Parish Councillors are supporting events.
The Parish Council congratulated the VHMC on their efforts on fundraising and development of the VHMC.
M Richards reported that a member of the public has concerns with Minute 352/09/08a recorded in the Minutes dated 8th September 2008 and requests that the following statement be recorded. “The total cost paid from the halls funds was £29,506 ...  None of this capital derived from the sale of the school house (£7,350) which remains invested.  As shown on the accounts forwarded previously, £17,180 of surplus income was taken from investments and the remainder of the hall contribution come from cash reserves built up deliberately towards the project”.

i.   
Newsletter


Nothing to report.

009/03/09
Update on Play Provision and findings


The Clerk reported that she and S Halson had met and agreed that the best way to find out how people feel about play provision in the village would be through a questionnaire.  A draft had been forwarded to Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk should find out whether there is any possibility of allowing a play area on registered greens.  If not, then those options should be removed from the questionnaire.  It was agreed that the questionnaire could either be circulated by Parish Councillors or with the Link at the end of the month.

S Halson reported that she and the Clerk had met with DDH at the garages on Pound Lane.  The garages have been fenced off and will be demolished in the near future.  As yet, there are no plans on what to do with the land and DDH will await the results of the questionnaire.  The land on which the garages stand belongs to DDH but the Parish Council and NCC also own pieces of land across the front.  S Halson is in the process of obtaining a plan of site to clarify who owns what.  It was agreed that the matter be placed on the agenda for April's meeting. 


010/03/09
Consideration of CPRE's Stop the Drop Campaign


There has been no progress on this matter and so the Campaign will not take place this year.

011/03/09
Consideration of procedure regarding apologies for absence from Parish Council meetings


Notification had been received from NCALC as to the procedure regarding apologies from Parish Councillors.  It was agreed that attendance and commitment to the Parish Council  is important and regular absentees could be seen as treating the Parish Council with some disregard.
M Richards reported that J Page had taken the decision to resign and the procedure would now be set in place for replacing him.
M Richards would also speak to G Bell.

012/03/09
Consideration of Neighbourhood Watch letter


The Clerk read out a letter received from the Western Area Neighbourhood Watch Committee.  It was agreed that the Parish Council supports the Badby Neighbourhood Watch group.

013/03/09
Consideration of nomination for Royal Garden Party


Following receipt of a request for nominations from NCALC, two nominations had been received.  However, neither P Banks or M Richards wished to be put forward.

014/03/09
Consideration of and decision regarding vehicle crossing at Pinfold Green


The Clerk reported that the land being crossed is not registered village green and belongs to DDC.  It was agreed that the Clerk would find out whether any permissions are needed for the works which have been carried out and, if so, whether they have been sought and granted.

015/03/09
Consideration of CPRE invitation to attend CPRE Northants Planning Road Show


M Warburton agreed to attend at a cost of £29.00.

016/03/09
Consideration of request for permission to erect a marquee on The Green


It was agreed that permission be granted subject to previous conditions.

017/03/09
Consideration of DDC letter regarding Youth Clubs


It was agreed that there is no need for a Youth Club in the village at this time but consideration could be made for providing transport to Daventry Youth Club, if required.

S Halson left the meeting.

018/03/09
Consideration of email from Preston Capes PC regarding planning concerns


Following some discussion, it was agreed that DDC be asked whether they, as a service provider, carry out a survey of Parish Councils to canvas opinion on the efficiency of the service it provides.  The Clerk was tasked with contacting DDC.

S Halson re-joined the meeting.

019/03/09
Correspondence

· NCALC Update – Jan/Feb 2009

· DDSN Safer Stronger Partnership Objectives

· LCR – March 2009

· Town and Parish Standard – February 2009

· Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2009

020/03/09
Public Participation (2)

a.
A member of the public noted that the track on the playing field has developed quite a divot on one side.  She stated that the Allotment Society have an amount of stone which could be used to fill the hole.  It was agreed that the Cricket Club be contacted with a request for assistance.  M Richards, P Banks and S Robson agreed also to assist.


b.
A member of the public noted that there is a complaints procedure for DDC.


c.
A member of the public noted that the tarmac at the edge of Everdon Road is starting to give way.


d.
As regards the Pound Lane garage site, a member of the public raised the option of using the area for designated parking.


e.
A member of the public requested details of planned VHMC events for putting on the Badby website.


f.
A member of the public requested a copy of the correspondence relating to agenda item 008/03/09h.

021/03/09
Any other matters


Nothing to report.

022/03/09
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 6th April 2009 – one week earlier than usual due to Easter Monday falling on 13th April 2009.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.

Cheque no�
Payee�
Details�
Amount�
Authority�
�
1455�
S Foster�
Salary �
£267.68�
LGA1972 s.112�
�
1456�
S Foster�
Expenses�
£54.63�
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5�
�
1457�
NTT Europe�
Domain Registration�
£15.00 + VAT�
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5�
�
1458�
NTT Europe�
Webstarter Plan�
£76.76 + VAT�
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5�
�
1459�
Badby VHMC�
Rental – Dec/Jan/Feb�
£72.00�
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5�
�
1460�
NALC�
LCR Subscription�
£54.00�
LGA 1972 s.143�
�
1461*�
DDC�
Bin emptying at Playing Field�
£83.24 + VAT�
Litter Act 1983 s.5&6�
�






