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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2009

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mr Gary Bell, 

Mr Ian Bridge, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson , Mr Mike Warburton.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), District Councillor Tony Scott and 18 Members of the public.

001/09/09
To receive and approve apologies for absence
Apologies:
Miss Evonne Carr – holiday.

Apology approved, unanimously agreed.

002/09/09 
To receive Declarations of interest in items on the agenda

P Banks, G Bell and I Bridge declared personal interest with regards to planning applications DA/2009/0587 and DA/2009/0588.

It was noted that the Clerk had taken advice on the matter of interests in view of the fact that the developer is a resident of Badby.  Some Parish Councillors did not agree with the these guidelines.

003/09/09
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.

a.
       The developer's architect addressed the meeting.  He stated that the design has been drawn up to be in keeping with the present area, discussions have taken place with the DDC Planning Officer who has indicated support in principle, the application is compliant with guidelines on parking and the buildings are set as far from present buildings as has been possible.  He also stated that he was at the meeting to listen to comments and there is flexibility in the project.


b.
District Councillor Tony Scott addressed the meeting.  He pointed out that he is unable to take any part in the debate but asked that the Parish Council bear in mind that its views have to based on planning terms and policy.  He noted that the application will be put before the DDC Planning Committee Meeting to be held on 23rd September 2009.


c.
Various members of the public addressed the Parish Council.  Concerns raised included oveshadowing of nearby properties, significant loss of light to neighbouring gardens, height of the new buildings impinging on nearby properties leading to loss of privacy, substantial increase in vehicle movement, car parking being inadequate, inadequate sewerage, incorrect information being provided in the application documentation and concern over maintenance of the shared wall.
The developer pointed out that sewerage would be piped through Capell Rise and not Stoneway.

004/09/09 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	DA/2009/0586
	Listed building consent for replacement chimney
	The Old School House, The Green, 

Badby NN11 3AF
	Support

	DA/2009/0587*
	Demolition of timber frame building.  Removal of part of boundary wall and construction of 3 dwellings
	Land adj to 1 Stoneway, 

Badby NN11 3AT 
	Object

	DA/2009/0588*
	Conservation area consent for demolition of timber frame building and removal of part of boundary wall to Stoneway
	Land adj to 1 Stoneway, 

Badby NN11 3AT 
	Object


P Banks, G Bell and I Bridge took no part in the following discussion.

*
Discussion took place between Parish Councillors regarding the planning applications. Concerns were raised over the impact on the surrounding area and the fact that this proposal does not blend in with the surrounding properties.  It was felt that the height of these properties impinges upon the local area and would be intrusive and overbearing on the surrounding area. Concerns were also voiced with regards to access and parking, the size of the site, the height of the buildings and the impact on neighbours.


It was agreed that options open to Parish Councillors were to object or support the application, or depending on a vote, the Parish Council could remain neutral.
Proposal: to object to planning applications DA/2009/0587 and DA/2009/0588.  Proposed by MR, seconded by MW, all in favour.
The Parish Council then drafted its response to the DDC Planning Officers.

005/09/09
Matters requested for next agenda

None.

006/09/09
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on  14th September 2009.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2009

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mrs Karen Alexander, Mr Peter Banks, Mr Gary Bell, 

Mr I Bridge, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Steve Robson.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), County Councillor Robin Brown, 6 x Members of the public.

001/09/09
To receive and approve apologies for absence
Apologies:
Mr Mike Warburton – has visitors


Miss Evonne Carr – working.

Apologies approved, unanimously agreed.

002/09/09 
To receive Declarations of interest in items on the agenda

None.

003/09/09
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th August 2009

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.   All were in agreement that they be signed as a correct record.

Proposed by K Alexander, Seconded by S Halson.

004/09/09
Approval of the Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 7th September 2009

These minutes had not been posted due to insufficient time for the public to review before the meeting and will therefore be presented at the October meeting.

005/09/09 
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.

a.
       A member of the public noted that an English Heritage survey has shown Badby as a conservation area which is at risk and asked what the Parish Council knows about it and what is being done about it.  She also raised the matter of village greens.  M Richards reported that the Parish Council had had no information from English Heritage but would look into the matter.  The Clerk reported that she had the application forms and payment details for registered village greens and was progressing the matter.  


b.
County Councillor Robin Brown was welcomed to the meeting.  He reported that he had been appointed to the Cabinet for Health and Social Services.  He hoped to maintain services for the next 3 years but noted that he will have to operate with less investment.  
He confirmed that the Empowerment Fund had been approved for £2,500 and was thanked by the Parish Council for his continued support to the community.  It was noted that the amount requested had been £2,000 towards required cemetery pathworks.

006/09/09
Matters arising from the minutes (for information only)

a.

Nothing to report.

007/09/09    Finance

a.
Income received


£742.93
Donation from the Hartshorn family

b.                Payments for approval

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

(£)
	+ VAT

(£)
	Cheque Total (£)
	Authority

	1501
	S Foster
	Salary 
	£259.05
	£0.00
	£259.05
	LGA1972 s112

	1502
	S Foster
	Expenses
	£32.68
	£0.00
	£32.68
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	1503
	N Kennedy
	Mowing - cemetery
	£365.00
	£0.00
	£365.00
	LGA 1972 s214

	1504
	VHMC
	Hall hire
	£114.00
	£0.00
	£114.00
	LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	1505
	E-ON
	Lighting – July 2009
	£127.03
	£19.04
	£146.07
	PCA 1957


*RESOLUTION*  – All cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by S Robson; Seconded by P Banks.  Payments approved. 


c.
Consideration of External Auditor's letter
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from the External Auditor regarding the Annual Return.  It required a change to the statement regarding risk assessments.  The Parish Council agreed that the statement should read “No” instead of “Yes”.  The change was made and initialled by both M Richards and the Clerk.
It was noted that the matter of drawing up a risk assessment is in hand.  It should be completed as soon as possible and definitely before 31st March 2010. 
 

d.
Consideration of applying for internet banking
The Clerk reported the ease of access to account information through internet banking.  However, because she is not a signatory on the Parish Council accounts, it was considered difficult for internet banking to be done by the Clerk.


008/09/09 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	DA/2009/0626
	Work to a tree subject to a Tree Preservation Order
	9 The Glebe,

Badby NN11 3AZ
	Support


b.
Decisions received

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Decision

	DA/2009/0473
	Construction of garden shed andfence (revised scheme)
	Underwood, Vicarage Hill, Badby NN11 3AP
	Granted


c.                 Appeals

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Date of appeal

	None
	
	
	


009/09/09
Reports from Councillors

a. 
     Greens


Following some discussion regarding moles, a member of the public recommended planting  a shrub which she has in her garden known as the Mole Tree.  M Richards agreed to action planting in the cemetery.


b. 
     Trees
Following contact with James Burton, the tree inspection report has still not been received.

c . 
     Playing Field
M Richards reported that Eddy Grant will be filling in the hole on the bicycle track within the next few weeks.  M Richards and S Robson will meet regarding the posts and car track.  However, posts which Eddy Grant had put to one side for the purpose had been stolen from the Cemetery.

d . 
     Rights of Way                   
Following another complaint regarding Nenside, K Alexander has had a discussion with Nick Hedgbrow of NCC who agreed that the area should be cut twice a year.

e.
Cemetery
M Richards reported that, following a discussion with Eddy Grant, the cost of the path works, a new tap by the shed, and a concrete ramp by the gate could be reduced.  With funds from budget and the increased empowerment fund grant, this would mean an overspend of £884.  It was agreed that G Bell would get a second quote and a member of the public mentioned thruss boring from the bottom tap.  It was agreed that these options be followed up but with a maximum of 2 weeks' delay.  Any alternative proposal has to be delivered within the next 4 weeks as it was felt that this matter has been ongoing for too long.

f.
     Roads and safety
Nothing to report.


g.
     Street-Lighting
Nothing to report.


h.  
     Village Hall
K Alexander reported that the VHMC had managed to raise funds to cover the costs of the new windows.  Three events are planned over the next few months.
S Robson reported that the VHMC has two quotes for the floor works and a third is being put together by a local resident who has offered to do the work for the price of the materials only.  Progress is continuing.
The next meeting is being held on 28th September 2009.


i.   
     Newsletter
Nothing to report.


010/09/09    Update on Play Provision
S Halson reported that she attended the Horticultural Society event in the village last weekend to conduct a survey regarding which play equipment appealed most.  53 people voted on four options.  The children liked the more colourful option. The option available under the grant scheme was the least liked.  This grant funding had been extended to November but S Halson noted that other grants are available.
It was agreed that S Halson should request a meeting with DDH with regards to Pound Lane, visit a local village which has recently carried out the same project and start raising paperwork for an application for funding.  It was noted that this paperwork should point out that the offered playground equipment is not supported by the residents.
Members of the public raised concerns regarding the project, but M Richards pointed out that the Parish Council is still at the early stages of scoping the project and no decisions will be made without consultation.


011/09/09    Consideration of Green Communities' letter of introduction

It was agreed that the Parish Council would not action further.

012/09/09    Consideration of A Grave Matter training course


      It was agreed that the Parish Council would not action further.

013/09/09
Considerationof attendance at NCC Highway Representative Annual Conference



It was agreed that no-one would attend.

014/09/09
To consider consultation on Emergent Core Strategy



M Richards noted that he had already taken a look at the consultation paper but saw no change from the original.  It should be put into the correspondence folder.



015/09/09
To consider NCC letter of introduction of Parish Path Wardens



The Clerk was asked to let NCC know the names of applicable Parish Councillors.

016/09/09
To consider Northants 50+ Network request


It was agreed that the Parish Council would not action further.

017/09/09
To consider BT offer to adopt red telephone kiosk



The Clerk was tasked with writing to BT and re-iterating that the Parish Council considers a working telephone box in Badby to be a necessity.

018/09/09
To consider more powers to Parish Councils in the Sustainable Communities Act



Following discussion regarding more powers to Parish Councils, it was noted that the Act would allow those Parish Councils who want more powers to have them but would not be compulsory.  Following a vote (5 for, 2 against), it was agreed that the Clerk write requesting Tim Boswell sign the letter.

019/09/09
Correspondence

· Wybone catalogue

· Clerks and Councils Direct – September 2009

· The Clerk – July 2009

· Fenland Leisure Products brochure

· Rural Services Network – Help shape your own rural manifesto

· Letter from Northants Police re distraction burglary

· SLCC Bookshop brochure

· The Clerk – September 2009

· Lexis Nexis brochure

020/09/09
Public Participation (2)

a.

A member of the public raised further concerns over a playground on The Green.  It was reiterated that no decision has been made and the project is at scoping phase only.

021/09/09
Matters requested for next month's agenda

a.

Councillors' duties and responsibilities with regards to declaration of interests.

022/09/09
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on  12th October 2009.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

