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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BADBY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M. 

ON MONDAY 14th MARCH 2011

THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT:

Councillors: Mr Mike Richards (Chairman), Mr Peter Banks, Mrs Sally Halson, Mr Chris Peel,

Mr Mike Warburton.
Mr Ian Bridge and Mr Gary Bell arrived late.

Others: Mrs Sharon Foster (Clerk), District Councillor Tony Scott, 9 x Member of the public.

001/03/11
To receive and approve apologies for absence
Apologies:
Mrs Karen Alexander – on holiday.  Apologies approved.


002/03/11 
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
P Banks  declared personal interest in agenda item 015/03/11 as he is involved with Badby Cricket Club.

003/03/11
Approval of the Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 14th February 2011

Copies of the minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.  All were in agreement that the minutes be signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Proposed by M Warburton, Seconded by S Halson.  The minutes were signed by P Banks.

004/03/11
Public Participation (1)

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public floor.  The following comments were made.


a.
A member of the public asked when works are due to be carried out on the trees on The Green.  The Clerk responded that the work is scheduled by the contractor but as yet there is no specific date.  C Peel agreed that he will chase a date.


b.
District Councillor Tony Scott addressed the meeting.  He reported that DDC will not be increasing Council Tax but is having to make savings of over £1million in its budget.  The management structure at DDC has been decreased from 3 to 2.  DDC has amalgamated refuse collection with Northampton Borough Council.  T Scott has spoken to Paul Knight with regards to Arbury Hill and Mike Richards will report further later in the meeting.  He also reported that he is standing for re-election on 5th May and hoped to count on the support of Badby parishioners.


005/03/11
Matters arising from the minutes (for information only)

None.

007/03/11    Finance

a.
Income received


£40.00
Headstone - Cooper

b.                Payments for approval

	Cheque no
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

(£)
	+ VAT

(£)
	Cheque Total (£)
	Authority

	1623
	S Foster
	Salary
	£279.90
	£0.00
	£279.90
	LGA 1972 s112

	1624
	S Foster
	Expenses
	£26.79
	£0.00
	£26.79
	LGA 1972 s112

	1625
	EON
	Electricity
	£127.02
	£25.10
	£152.12
	PCA 1957


*RESOLUTION*  – All cheques approved for payment.  Proposed by M Warburton; Seconded by 
C Peel.  Payments approved. 


c.      Consideration of request for subsidy from Geoff Amos Coaches Limited
It was reported that Geoff Amos Coaches may have to look at withdrawing some of its Badby bus services due to the withdrawal of subsidies.  GACL have made a request as to whether the Parish Council has any leeway to financially support the said services, at a rate of £10 per parish per day.  It was noted that, at a recent meeting regarding bus service subsidies, NCC make no subsidy towards GACL.  The Clerk was tasked with copying GACL's letter to County Councillor Robin Brown requesting clarification. 

007/03/11 Planning

a.
Applications received

	Application No.
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Parish Council action

	DA/2011/0122
	Remove a tree within a Conservation area
	Chestnut Cottage, The Green, Badby NN11 4NH
	Support


b.
Decisions received

	Application No
	Description of Development
	Location of Development
	Decision

	None
	
	
	


c.
Update on Tall Trees, Bunkers Hill, Badby
I Bridge and G Bell advised that the only option they saw open to the Parish Council now was to write to our Member of Parliament stating the loophole in the current planning laws, although this will not make any difference to the Tall Trees decision.
*RESOLUTION* I Bridge and the Clerk to write to local MP regarding present loophole in planning laws.  Proposed by P Banks, seconded by M Warburton.  All in favour.


d.
Report on correspondence with DDC re DA/2009/0866, Building at New House, Staverton
The meeting was addressed by John Golding (Chairman of Staverton Parish Council).  He updated the meeting regarding discrepancies shown between the above planning application and the Ordnance Survey map which show an encroachment into Badby parish of @6 meters.  It was noted that NCC have accepted that an error occurred during the planning application process but DDC have not accepted that any error took place.  A comment was made that if the correct planning procedure was not followed, ie the owner of the land was not notified of the application, then the planning application may not be valid.  Mr Golding asked that the Parish Council continue to support Staverton Parish Council's stance.  It was agreed that Badby Parish Council will continue to provide such support and the Clerk was tasked with writing again to DDC.  Thanks were given to Mr Golding for attending the meeting.


008/03/11
Reports from Councillors

a. 
Greens


The Clerk reported that the registering of the greens is ongoing.

b. 
Trees
The Clerk had spoken to Rachel Booth who was not aware of any start date for the works to T5 and T6.  C Peel will check with the contractor what the timing for the works is.

c . 
Playing Field


Nothing to report.

d . 
Rights of Way


Nothing to report.

e.
Cemetery 
The Clerk reported that an interment had taken place at the older part of the cemetery and she had been unable to speak to Neil Kennedy yet with regards to planting being considered along the left hand side of the pathway behind the shed.

f.
Roads and safety
It was noted that there are quite a lot of potholes at the moment.

g.
Street-Lighting
The street light on Chapel Lane had been fixed.

h.  
Village Hall
Funds are now in place for replacing the floor

i.   
Newsletter


Nothing to report.

j.
Training
Nothing to report.

009/03/11
Consideration of The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge


M Warburton and S Halson had met and prepared a report which was circulated.  After discussion of the two options available, overall support was given to the option of putting together a program of legacy planting as trees which were planted to celebrate the coronation of King George V in 1911/1912 were now in poor condition.  A working party of M Warburton, S Halson and M Richards will meet to discuss further and report back at the April meeting.

010/03/11
Consideration of new dog waste bin in the village


The Clerk reported that DDC would prefer to see an under-utilised dog bin relocated rather than a new one sited, due to insufficient collection capacity.  However, DDC would make an assessment on individual circumstances.  Following consideration, it was agreed that the current sites are well used and it would not be sensible to relocate one of these bins.  
RESOLUTION to purchase a new dog waste bin and locate it near the post box on Neneside Close and to discuss the matter with DDC.  Proposed by P Banks, seconded by 
S Halson.  6 for.  1 against.  Carried.


011/03/11
Consideration of planting in the cemetery


Already covered under item 008/03/11e above.

012/03/11
Consideration of CiLCA Course and New Councillors' Training


The Clerk had circulated information regarding the course.  Discussion took place regarding the financing of the course which would be shared with Staverton Parish Council and bursaries claimed by both Parish Councils.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should undertake the training.

014/03/11
Report on attendance at CPRE Planning Roadshow
It was noted that Stephen Gee had attended, at no cost to the Parish Council.

015/03/11
Presentation by Badby Cricket Club


David McIntyre, the Chairman of Badby Cricket Club addressed the meeting.  Unfortunately, an email containing the constitution had not been received by members of the Parish Council and so it was agreed that M Richards and M Warburton would look at the document alongside the Cricket Club lease within the next 2 weeks.  Mr McIntyre was thanked for addressing the meeting and he was wished well as Chairman of the Cricket Club.

016/03/11
Decision regarding permission sought by BHS to erect maquee


Badby Horticulatural Society had requested the erection of a marquee on 4th September for the Annual Show.  It was agreed that permission be given with the proviso that the Green be reinstated and that the relevant insurance is in place.

017/03/11
Parish Council election campaign


The Clerk reported that she has the nomination papers and will distribute them as required.

018/03/11
West Northants Joint Core Strategy pre-submission document


M Richards will look at this document and make any necessary comments.

019/03/11
Consideration re playing field gate keys and reason for no huts on allotments
Pauline Hartshorn reported on behalf of the Allotment Society that Jim Williams had stood down as Chairman for personal reasons.  She noted that the system of having two keys is not working.  Discussion took place regarding the issue.
*RESOLUTION* that the Allotment Society could cut extra keys at their own cost but that this number should be kept to a minimum; and discussion should take place with the Cricket Club regarding the locking and unlocking of the playing field gate.  
Proposed by S Halson, seconded by I Bridge.

020/03/11
Consideration of Royal Wedding event within the village
It was agreed that no event be organised by the Parish Council.


021/03/11
Correspondence

·     The Clerk – March 2011

·     Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2011

·     Police report - February

·     BTCV marketing information

·     Maximow information

·     DDC – Your rubbish is your responsibility

·     CPRE Northamptonshire News

·     NCC re A45 Northampton to Daventry Study

·     Northants ACRE – Parish Plans

·     NCC – Council service posts 


020/03/11
Public Participation (2)

a.
A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for considering the matter of the dog bin.


b.
A member of the public stated that he would be willing to lock and unlock the playing field gate on a daily basis which would negate the need for tensions between the Allotment Society and the Cricket Club.  He was thanked for volunteering. 


c.
A member of the public stated that she hoped that lessons had been learned from the Tall Trees issue.


d.
A member of the public suggested purchasing a dog waste bin with a large capacity.

021/03/11
New matters requested for next month's agenda

None.


022/03/11
Date of next ordinary meeting

The next ordinary meeting will be held on 11th April 2011.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.26pm.


